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Phylum: Apicomplexa 

Class: Sporozoa         Subclass: Coccidia 
Order: Eucoccidia        Suborder: Eimeriina 

Family: Sarcocystidae 
Subfamily: Toxoplasmatinae 

e.g. Toxoplasma gondii  
-Oocyst is passed out with faeces. It sporulates forming 2 sporocysts, 
each with 4 sporozoites in 3 or 4 days, and it is ready to infect another 
host. 
-Epidemiology: 
-Man may be infected by: 
-Ingestion of sporulated oocyst from faecally contaminated food. 
-Ingestion of tissue of an intermediate host containing pseudocyst or 
eating of under cocked meat. 
-Blood transfusion and organ transplant are also potential sources of 
infection. 
-Pathology: 
-The antibodies to Toxoplasma are widely prevalent in human 
throughout the world, yet clinical toxoplasmosis is rare, and most 
infections are a symptomatic. These infections can be classified into: 
1. Acute infections: The intestine is the first site of infection, in massive 
infection intestinal lesions may occur. The first extraintestinal site to be 
infected in both cats and other hosts including man are the mesentric 
lymph nodes and the parenchyma of the liver. 
2. Sub-acute infections:Tachyzoites continue to destroy cells causing 
extensive lesions in lung, liver, heart, brain and eyes. It occurs when 
immunity develops slowly. 
3. Chronic infection: ýWhen immunity builds up sufficiently to depress 
tachyzoites proliferation. This coincides with the formation of cysts. 
These cysts can remain in fact in tissue for years and produce no 
obvious clinical effect. Occasionally, a cyst wall will break down, 
releasing bradyzoites, most of which are killed by the host reactions, 
although some may form new cysts. 
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