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Phylum: Apicomplexa 

Class: Sporozoa         Subclass: Coccidia 
Order: Eucoccidia        Suborder: Eimeriina 

Family: Sarcocystidae 
Subfamily: Toxoplasmatinae 

e.g. Toxoplasma gondii  
-Toxoplasmosis could be acquired or congenital. Acquired 
toxoplasmosis has three types: 
1. Lymphatic toxoplasmosis: It is the most common form, and occur in 
all ages. Characterized by enlargement of lymph nodes and irregular 
fever. This condition may persist for many years (chronic). 
2. Cerebral toxoplasmosis: It involves brain, and is more common in 
children. Characterized by fever, sever headache and visual 
disturbances. In sever cases death may occur within 2 weeks. The 
condition in adults is less sever characterized by a symptomatic period, 
this may take several months or years. 
3. Exanthomatous toxoplasmosis:Mainly occur in adults, 
characterized by general rash with sudden onset of fever with rigor and 
muscular pain.  
-Congenital toxoplasmosis: It is mainly neurological resulting from 
lesions in the brain and spinal cord. It occurs in pregnant women if they 
become infected early during pregnancy. Infection may cause abortion, 
however, those born a live may die early or survive to adult with various 
neurological disorders. As they grow they become blind and mentally 
retarded, so congenital toxoplasmosis is far more serious than acquired 
toxoplasmosis. 
-Diagnosis: 
-Demonstration of specific antibodies IgG, IgM.     -Skin test. 
-Control: 
-Control of infected cat faeces and soil is most important control 
measure. 
-To prevent congenital toxoplasmosis, antibodies during early 
pregnancy must be tested. 
 



Adnan I. AL-Hindi                    (Ph.D. Medical Parasitology)                 Islamic University of Gaza 
 

22 

 
Phylum: Apicomplexa 

Class: Sporozoa         Subclass: Coccidia 
Order: Eucoccidia        Suborder: Eimeriina 

Family: Sarcocystidae 
Subfamily: Toxoplasmatinae 

e.g. Toxoplasma gondii  
-Toxoplasmosis could be acquired or congenital. Acquired 
toxoplasmosis has three types: 
1. Lymphatic toxoplasmosis: It is the most common form, and occur in 
all ages. Characterized by enlargement of lymph nodes and irregular 
fever. This condition may persist for many years (chronic). 
2. Cerebral toxoplasmosis: It involves brain, and is more common in 
children. Characterized by fever, sever headache and visual 
disturbances. In sever cases death may occur within 2 weeks. The 
condition in adults is less sever characterized by a symptomatic period, 
this may take several months or years. 
3. Exanthomatous toxoplasmosis:Mainly occur in adults, 
characterized by general rash with sudden onset of fever with rigor and 
muscular pain.  
-Congenital toxoplasmosis: It is mainly neurological resulting from 
lesions in the brain and spinal cord. It occurs in pregnant women if they 
become infected early during pregnancy. Infection may cause abortion, 
however, those born a live may die early or survive to adult with various 
neurological disorders. As they grow they become blind and mentally 
retarded, so congenital toxoplasmosis is far more serious than acquired 
toxoplasmosis. 
-Diagnosis: 
-Demonstration of specific antibodies IgG, IgM.     -Skin test. 
-Control: 
-Control of infected cat faeces and soil is most important control 
measure. 
-To prevent congenital toxoplasmosis, antibodies during early 
pregnancy must be tested. 
 



Adnan I. AL-Hindi                    (Ph.D. Medical Parasitology)                 Islamic University of Gaza 
 

22 

 
Phylum: Apicomplexa 

Class: Sporozoa         Subclass: Coccidia 
Order: Eucoccidia        Suborder: Eimeriina 

Family: Sarcocystidae 
Subfamily: Toxoplasmatinae 

e.g. Toxoplasma gondii  
-Toxoplasmosis could be acquired or congenital. Acquired 
toxoplasmosis has three types: 
1. Lymphatic toxoplasmosis: It is the most common form, and occur in 
all ages. Characterized by enlargement of lymph nodes and irregular 
fever. This condition may persist for many years (chronic). 
2. Cerebral toxoplasmosis: It involves brain, and is more common in 
children. Characterized by fever, sever headache and visual 
disturbances. In sever cases death may occur within 2 weeks. The 
condition in adults is less sever characterized by a symptomatic period, 
this may take several months or years. 
3. Exanthomatous toxoplasmosis:Mainly occur in adults, 
characterized by general rash with sudden onset of fever with rigor and 
muscular pain.  
-Congenital toxoplasmosis: It is mainly neurological resulting from 
lesions in the brain and spinal cord. It occurs in pregnant women if they 
become infected early during pregnancy. Infection may cause abortion, 
however, those born a live may die early or survive to adult with various 
neurological disorders. As they grow they become blind and mentally 
retarded, so congenital toxoplasmosis is far more serious than acquired 
toxoplasmosis. 
-Diagnosis: 
-Demonstration of specific antibodies IgG, IgM.     -Skin test. 
-Control: 
-Control of infected cat faeces and soil is most important control 
measure. 
-To prevent congenital toxoplasmosis, antibodies during early 
pregnancy must be tested. 
 


