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2-Taenia solium (Pork tape worm) 

 
-Geographical distribution: 
-Less common in Islamic area. 
-More common in pork feeders e.g. Mexico, Latin America, China. 
 
Final host=Monkey, man 
Intermediate host=man, pig 
Disease=Taeniasis 
 
-Habitat:  
-Adult worm lives in man intestine only. 
-N.B.The larvae (cysticercus cellulosae) inhabit pork, but they may find 
their way to man muscle if he accidentally ingest egg to form 
cystocercosis. 
-Morphology: 3-5 meters. 
-The worm is smaller than T. saginata, the scolex has 4 cup shaped 
suckers and rostellum, armed with double row of hooks.  
-Gravid segment is longer than broader. 
-The lateral branches of the gravid uterus are less 7-13 (average 10) on 
each side. 
-Life cycle: (Fig.21). 
-It is like that of T. saginata, but differs in:  
    -The intermediate host is the big. 
    -The larvae are called “cysticercus cellulosae”. 
    -Man may act as intermediate host by: 
    a-Ingestion of egg. b-Auto infection.  c-Antiperistalsis, where 
segments pushed to the stomach, dissolve the segment and egg 
coverings. 
-Pathogenesis and Symptoms: 
-Intestinal taeniasis, this results from the infection with the adult worm. 
Usually no significant pathological changes are noted. Eggs are infective 
to man as well as to pigs; cysticerci develop mainly in subcutaneous 
tissue but may also be found in heart and brain. Infection in brain cause 
Neuro-cysticercosis characterized by epileptic fits paralysis and may 
end in death. In the pig, cysticercii are found in heart muscles, tongue 
muscles and shoulders. However, cysticercosis in pig and cattle “the 
natural intermediate host” is without symptoms. 
-Infection of man with adults of T. solium or T. saginata mostly a 
symptomatic, but in some persons, non-specific signs may appear such 
as: diarrhea, constipation, stomach pain, vomiting and weight loss. 
 
 
 
 

PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.softwarelabs.com

http://www.softwarelabs.com
http://www.softwarelabs.com


Adnan I. AL-Hindi                    (Ph.D. Medical Parasitology)                 Islamic University of Gaza  
  

41 

 

PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.softwarelabs.com

http://www.softwarelabs.com
http://www.softwarelabs.com

