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Arthropods Injurious to Man  
(Medical Entomology) 

 
Suborder: Cyclorrahapha (advanced diptera) 

Family: Muscidae 
E.g. Musca domestica vicina (House fly) 

-Of cosmopolitan distribution, more in low humid areas. 
-Morphology: (Fig-39 -). 
-Small flies 5-10 mm.           -Grey.     -Has 4 longitudinal strips on the 
surface of the thorax. 
-The body is covered by hairs; their bases are thicker. 
-The mouthparts are modified to form a sucking retractile proboscis. 
-Legs is walking upside down. 
-Head: have 2 large eyes (compound). 
-The wings, are membranous with 6 unbranched veins, the 4th one 
curves upwards abruptly. 
-Abdomen: yellow has a dorsal median longitudinal dark strip. 
-Larva: legless, tapering anteriorly and truncated posteriorly of 12 
segments, it has 2 pairs of spiracles, one anterior lying in between the 
first and the 2nd thoracic segments, they are crown-shaped and each is 
provided with 5-8 digitate processes. 
-Seasonal abundance: fly is present all over the year, but a great peak 
occurs in early Summer and Autumn (April, May, June, September) 
temperature favorable is 28-35 c, marked decrease in winter. 
-The daily activity: during early Summer a fly 2 daily peaks of activities, 
one early morning and one after noon period is silent (retire at houses), 
at winter only one peak at noon. 
-Life cycle:  
-It is holometabolous i.e. egg-larva-pupa-adult. 
-The adult life span is 2-3 weeks in Summer and more in winter. 
-Each female lays 4 times during its life time total 600 egg; each one is 
150 eggs laid either singly or in clusters. 
-The total life cycle takes 10 days (in Summer) or 60 days at cold 
weather. 
-Eggs are cigar-shaped each is of round anterior end, and tapering 
posterior end, the dorsal surface is flat, with two marked ridges, the 
ventral surface is convex. 
-The larva moults 3 times, the first one after 10 hours the 3 stages of 
larva take about 4 days. 
-Breeding media: in towns and villages. 
1-Dumps of garbage refuse. 2-Horse manure. 3-Human 
excrement’s. 
4-Dairy industries and slaughters houses.  5-Latrines dumps. 
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