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Palestinian refugee camps between reality and futureaspirations
" Case Study- Beach (Shati) refugee camp in Gaza City"

Abstract: Paestinian refugee camps appeared on the West Bank and Gaza Strip and

some neighboring countries after the war between Isragel on one side and neighboring
Arab countries on the other hand in 1948. The war led to the migration of thousands to
Gaza, which resulted in a steady growth of the structure of the city and the emergence of
the eight refugee camps in the Gaza Strip, namely the beach (Shati) , Jabalia, Deir al-
Balah, Al Maghazi, Nuseirat, Khan Y unis, and the camp of Rafah. the camps represent a
distinguish architectural style in the region that symbolizes the depth of the tragedy of the
Palestinian people. These camps are highly populated and its development and
architectural style do not respect the origins, customs and traditions of the Palestinian
people.

The research aims to shed light on the urban realities of the camps through the study of
the beach camp as a sample representing the existing camps. The study includes the
circumstances of its inception, its history, urban features, and its suitability to the
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population and their circumstances and habits. This amed to develop mechanisms
through which the camps can be developed to provide a decent life for its inhabitants and
maintain the identity of the camp as a symbol of the Palestinian refugees right to return to
their lands.

The problem of the research is represented in the question "were the standard planning
criteria, which are usually considered in the housing projects, taken into account when
these camps were planned'? Or it is just a political phenomenon of housing to
accommodate displaced people only.

The research hypothesis is that the camps are only a political phenomenon of housing
appeared because of urgent and pressing need to accommodate thousands of displaced
and homeless as soon as possible with minimum cost and without taking into account the
planning criteria of normal housing projects.

The research followed scientific methodology through which the literature review was
covered using references including books and published papers and materials. and then
the paper followed an analytical and descriptive approach, to study a sample module
from the Beach refugee camp that reflects the urban reality of the camp.

The paper ends with some results and recommendations that contribute to the
development of camps in terms of urban design, in accordance with the aspirations of the
population, their customs and traditions, and respect their history, economic and social
conditions, and maintain their issue and the right of return.
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Population: In 2005: 6
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