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2.4 Choosing assessment activities 
 
LEARNING 
OUTCOMES 

By the end of this session participants will be able to: 

• review and expand lexis related to assessment 

• identify different assessment task types 

• distinguish between formal and informal assessment 

informal/formal assessment summative assessment marking 

continuous assessment subjective/objective 
assessment grades 

progress test matching tasks evaluation 

placement/level test multiple choice examinations 

proficiency test gap-fill feedback 

oral test sentence transformation validity 

diagnostic test cloze reliability 

self-assessment open comprehension 
questions accuracy 

KEY CONCEPTS 

achievement test criteria test items 

Assessment word association + Answer Sheet 

Why assess? + Answer Sheet  

Which assessment activity? + Answer Sheet 

Formal vs. informal assessment + Answer Sheet 

MATERIALS 

Why use formal and informal assessment activities? + Answer Sheet 

 

Procedure  
1 Learning Outcomes 

 Explain learning outcomes for session to participants  
 

2 Assessment word association   

 • The aim of this task Assessment Word Association is to activate known 
lexis in the context of assessment.  Participants who have studied Module 1 
will already be familiar with the main concepts.  It is intended as a 
brainstorming activity.   

• Feedback: - see Assessment Word Association for suggestions.  A check 
should follow the activity to clarify anything participants are uncertain or 
unclear about. 

 
 



 
Module 2 –Assessment activities

 

 
 
An English global product          Page 2 of 3 
 

© The British Council, 2008 
 

The United Kingdom’s international organisation for educational opportunities and cultural relations.  We are registered in England as a charity. 
 

 

 

  The activity itself is an example of a diagnostic assessment as it indicates to trainers and 
participants what the level of knowledge of assessment is and identifies items which they 
may need clarification on.  Perhaps explore with participants how they could use this type of 
activity in their classrooms.  This is also an example of informal assessment, though 
diagnostic tests can, of course be formal.  For an example of a grammar diagnostic test, 
follow the link. 

Tip – http://www.bes.info.pl/diagnosis/diagnosis1.html   
 
 

3 Why assess? � � 

 • Distribute Why assess? Participants brainstorm all the reasons they can 
think of for assessing learners and note these on the worksheet. 

• Feedback - see Why assess? - Suggested answers.  

  For interesting arguments against testing, follow the link below.  As a follow-up activity 
participants could discuss whether they agree or disagree with the writer. 

http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/think/articles/testing-assessment 

 
 

4 Which assessment activity?   
• Participants work in groups to match different task types for 

assessment to given examples Which assessment activity? 

• Feedback – see Which assessment activity? – Answer sheet.  As a 
follow-up, groups could discuss which of these types they have used 
themselves, what their preferences are and any disadvantages they 
have encountered. 

 

 
For some advice on writing tests, follow this link.  This article can also be used as a 
springboard into discussion work. 

http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/think/articles/young-learner-testing 

 
 

5 Formal vs. informal assessment   

 • This is another word association activity.  Participants work in groups to 
decide whether vocabulary relates to formal or informal assessment. 

Formal Vs informal assessment. 

• Feedback see Formal Vs informal assessment – Answer sheet. 

 

 

6 Why use formal and informal assessment activities?   

 • Participants complete a table on possible benefits and drawbacks of informal 
and formal assessment in and out of class Why use formal and informal 
assessment activities? 

• Feedback, see Why use formal and informal assessment activities-Answer 
sheet? 

 

http://www.bes.info.pl/diagnosis/diagnosis1.html
http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/think/articles/testing-assessment
http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/think/articles/young-learner-testing
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• The main points to bring out are that: 

a. Assessment is not a separate activity from teaching: it is embedded 
in each classroom activity  

b. in order to get a full picture of a learner’s learning, the teacher is 
likely to need to collect information from different sources (e.g., 
informal and formal) Assessment data which comes only from formal 
testing, for example, provides only a very partial picture of what a 
learner is able to do at a point in time under very specific conditions. 
If participants are working with young learners under the age  of 10 
or so, there are much stronger arguments for a bias towards informal 
assessment, as some of these children will not have reached the 
stage of cognitive development at which they are likely to benefit 
from formal analysis of grammar and vocabulary  

 

  For a discussion on test reliability and validity, follow the link.  Again it might be interesting 
for participants to comment on the writer’s views. 

http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/think/articles/test-writing 

 
 

  For some advice on writing tests, follow this link.  This article can also be used as a 
springboard into discussion work. 

http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/think/articles/young-learner-testing 

 
 

7 Reflection 

 • Ask participants to discuss one point of interest in the session 

• You may wish to bring key ideas and learning points out into plenary 
discussion if appropriate 

 

 

http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/think/articles/test-writing
http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/think/articles/young-learner-testing
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