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 Learners’ classroom language 
Look at the situations below and write down the language the learner would need for each situation 
and the function of the language. 

 

Situation Language learner needs  Function 

Learner enters the class   

Learner leaves the class at 
the end of the lesson   

Learners are playing 
Snakes and Ladders (eg in 
2.7 Supplementary 
Materials) 

  

Learner tells teacher that 
they haven’t done their 
homework 

  

Learner doesn’t  
understand something the 
teacher has said 

  

Learner wants more 
information about spelling 
and pronunciation of a 
word 

  

Learner isn’t sure which 
page to look at   

Learners  are working in 
pairs to check their 
answers 

  

Learners are working in 
groups   

A learner wants to leave 
the room   

A learner wants to know 
the translation of a word   
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 Learners’ classroom language – answer sheet 
Look at the situations below and write down the language the learner would need for each situation 
and the function of the language. 

 

Situation Language learner needs Function 

Learner enters the class Hi, how are you?  How was your 
weekend? Greeting 

Learner leaves the class at 
the end of the lesson 

Bye, see you next time, have a 
good weekend Saying goodbye 

Learners are playing 
Snakes and Ladders (eg in 
2.7 Supplementary 
Materials) 

It’s your turn, it’s my turn/go, miss 
a go, skip two, I’ve won, etc  

Explaining/Giving 
instructions/Expressing pleasure 
etc.  

Learner tells teacher that 
they haven’t done their 
homework 

I’ve left my homework at home, 
can I bring my homework next 
time 

Making excuses 

Learner doesn’t  
understand something the 
teacher has said 

What does that mean?  Can you 
explain that, please? Asking for clarification 

Learner wants more 
information about spelling 
and pronunciation of a 
word 

How do you spell that?  How do 
you say……? Asking for clarification 

Learner isn’t sure which 
page to look at 

What page are we on?  Are we on 
page 5? Asking for clarification 

Learners  are working in 
pairs to check their 
answers 

What have you got for number 10? 
My answer is different from yours. Checking information 

Learners are working in 
groups 

What do you think?  Do you 
agree?  What do we have to do?  
How long have we got? 

Checking understanding 

A learner wants to leave 
the room 

Can I go out, please?  May I be 
excused? Asking for permission 

A learner wants to know 
the translation of a word How do you say xxxxx in English? Asking for clarification 
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 Learners’ gestures 
 
Sometimes learners use gestures and facial expressions to convey meaning. 

 

What gestures of facial expressions would you use for the following in your culture? 

 

• Boredom 

• Not understanding 

• Pointing 

• Showing surprise 

• Excitement 

• Understanding 

• Confusion 
 
 
Are there any others that are common in your context? 

 

Are they the same in different cultures?  Are there any British gestures/facial expressions which would 
be considered inappropriate when speaking your language? 
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 How can we help learners with classroom language?  
 
In the first task we saw that learners need to interact with the teacher and with each other in class.   

This language often isn’t in the course book and so we may need to help them with classroom 
language .How do you/can you help learners to develop the English they need to communicate in the 
classroom?   

 

1) Work in small groups and discuss the pros and cons of what these four teachers do. 

 

2) Then tell your colleagues what you do or would like to do to help learners develop their 
classroom English 

 

 

Teacher 1 
I put up posters of classroom language around the room at the start of term. 

 

Teacher 2 
I provide learners with the language they need when they need it. 

 

Teacher 3 
I encourage learners to make a list of useful words and phrases at the back of their notebooks. 

 

Teacher 4 
I don’t have time to help my learners with classroom language, as there is too much we need to do in 
the book, so they just have to pick the language up as they go along. 

 

Teacher 5 
This is you!  How do you help/would you like to help learners develop their classroom English? 
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 How can we help learners with classroom language? - answer sheet 
 
In the first task we saw that learners need to interact with the teacher and with each other in class.   

This language often isn’t in the course book and so we may need to help them with classroom 
language .How do you/can you help learners to develop the English they need to communicate in the 
classroom?   

 
1) Work in small groups and discuss the pros and cons of what these four teachers do. 

 

2) Then tell your colleagues what you do or would like to do to help learners develop their 
classroom English 

 

Teacher 1 
I put up posters of classroom language around the room at the start of term. 
This is useful as learners can refer to the sentences when they need them.  However, if the class is 
not in the same classroom each lesson, this may not always be practical. Another option would  be 
to get. 

 

Teacher 2 
I provide learners with the language they need when they need it. 
This is useful in that learners have a need for the language and therefore will be more likely to 
remember the sentences. It is not clear from this example what learners do with the information the 
teacher gives them. Do, they, for example, just listen to the information? Do they write the 
information down? Its main disadvantage is that it is a rather ad hoc approach to providing support., 
and it is not quite clear whether learners have a record of the information they are given. 

 

Teacher 3 
I encourage learners to make a list of useful words and phrases at the back of their notebooks  
This gets round the problem mentioned in the first second examples. This approach means that 
learners have a record of classroom language, though if they record the information they acquire 
chronologically, this may also be a little ad hoc.   

 

Teacher 4 
I don’t have time to help my learners with classroom language, as there is too much we need to do in 
the book, so they just have to pick the language up as they go along.  
This may work for some learners, but not for all. Ignoring classroom language means that the 
teacher is missing the chance to help learners develop speaking, listening reading and writing skills. 

 

Teacher 5 
Elicit good ideas from teachers, discuss any points arising, and list on the board if appropriate. 
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