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3.2 Identifying the functions of learners’ language – Trainer Notes 
 
LEARNING 
OUTCOMES 

By the end of this session participants will be able to: 

• relate classroom language to everyday functions and situations 

• demonstrate an understanding of the use of gestures to convey meaning 

• assess the advantages and disadvantages of different ways of helping 
learners to develop their classroom language 

functions clarification greetings KEY CONCEPTS 
convey meaning gestures permission 

Learners’ classroom language + Answer Sheet 

Learners’ gestures   

MATERIALS 

How can we help learners with classroom language? 
 

Procedure  
1 Learning Outcomes  
 Explain learning outcomes for session to participants  

 

2 Learners’ classroom language   

 • Ask participants to think back to some of the activities they have done in the 
previous modules, for example: Snap, pair work, group discussions. Elicit what 
language they needed to do the activities (asking for clarification etc). 

• Give out Learners’ classroom language Ask participants to work in small 
groups to look at the different scenarios and complete the column called 
‘Language’. 

• Feedback – elicit examples of each one as a class. 

• Working in groups, participants complete the functions of the classroom 
language.  

• Feedback – see Learners’ classroom language – Answer sheet. 

  Classroom language may vary from country to country, depending on how much learners 
interact with each other and the teacher.  Here are two useful sites with illustrations and a 
discussion on ways of presenting classroom language. 

Tip - http://www.cambridge.org/us/esl/letstalk/support/language.htm 
 http://www.pt.britishcouncil.org/journal/j0955sg.htm  

 

3 Learners’ gestures    

 • Give out Learners’ gestures and explain that gestures also form an important 
part of classroom communication. 

• Participants work in pairs or small groups to explain what gestures are used to 
communicate in class. 

http://www.cambridge.org/us/esl/letstalk/support/language.htm
http://www.pt.britishcouncil.org/journal/j0955sg.htm
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• Discussion could be extended to include what are appropriate gestures and 
what aren’t – and compare this over different cultures. 

  For information on gesture/body language in a cultural context, see the following links.  

Tip – http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gesture 

http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/think/methodology/nonverbal.shtml 

http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/think/listen/body_lang.shtml 

 

4 How can we help learners with classroom language?   

 • Give out How can we help learners with classroom language? 

• Encourage discussion on ways to help learners with classroom language and 
summarise good ideas. If time, discuss how/whether this was done when the 
participants were learners. 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gesture
http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/think/methodology/nonverbal.shtml
http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/think/listen/body_lang.shtml
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