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Oral Communication II Syllabus 

Feb 2018 

The Islamic University of Gaza 

Faculty of Arts - English Department 

 

 

Instructor contact information 

Dr. Nazmi Abdel-Salam Al-Masri Floor Admin Building th4 -Room 412  :Office location 

nmasri@iugaza.edu.psEmail:  Office Hours: SMW - 11.00 – 14.00 & NT – 11- 12 

Phone: 264 44 00 Ext 2328              

         

site.iugaza.edu.ps/nmasri Homepage: 

Feel free to contact me during my office hours, by email, or phone if you have any questions. 

have any questions 

 

Course info 

 

▪ Course title: Oral Communication II 

▪ Course No.: ENGL 1322 

▪ Time and location:  Class 204  – NT        12.30  –  14.00 -  N315 

▪ Course duration: 45 teaching hours in 16 weeks - 27 Feb  –   May 16, 2018 

▪ Final Exam: May 26, 2018 -  Time: 11.00 – 13.00    

 

Course description 

 

In this course, first year university English major students will work on fluency, accuracy, and 

appropriateness in spoken communication to in order to prepare them to participate more effectively and 

confidently in different academic, social, and professional situations.  

Students will be involved in diverse practical and challenging communicative tasks and assignments to 

help them improve their oral skills and reflect on their oral performance to overcome barriers to 

effective oral communication. These barriers include language issues such as pronunciation, oral 

grammar, limited vocabulary, and listening comprehension. 

 

Goal 

The primary purpose of this training course is to help participants become more self-confident 

communicators and to improve their ability to speak and understand spoken English through a variety of 

listening, pronunciation, and speaking activities. 

mailto:nmasri@iugaza.edu.ps
http://site.iugaza.edu.ps/nmasri
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Objectives 

 

1. To build self-confidence to communicate with native and non-native speakers. 

2. To develop listening skills: comprehension of main ideas and important details; understanding of 

speaker’s purpose and attitude; understanding spoken data in order to make inferences, form 

generalization, and draw conclusion. 

3.  To develop speaking skills: expressing ideas and opinions clearly; selecting, organizing and 

presenting information; summarizing main ideas from various sources; interviewing, debating and 

advocating. 

4. To improve pronunciation: English sound articulation, stress, rhythm, grouping (pausing, linking, 

focus) and intonation. 

5. To expand vocabulary, collocations and idiomatic English. 

6. To increase students’ inter-cultural awareness and appreciating international values. 

7. To promote thinking skills (HOTS and LOTS): guessing, predicting, critical listening, inferencing, 

debating and persuasion, and analysis and interpretation 

 

Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs) 

 

By the end of the course, participants should be able to 

1. speak with confidence. 

2.  deliver and reflect on oral presentations: impromptu, informative and persuasive. 

3. use appropriate language to discuss controversial issues  

4. express ideas and opinions with  evidence and precision 

5. pronounce problematic words and expressions and use word and sentence stress (emphatic, 

corrective, etc)  

6. reflect on their verbal and non-verbal communication skills 

7. deliver and handle questions and answers in interviews  

8. use a broad lexical repertoire.  

9. use idiomatic expressions and collocated terms. 

10. use advocacy skills:  

11. practice values such as cooperation in teams, tolerance of different opinions and etiquette of 

discussions.  

12. to practice guessing, predicting, critical listening, inferencing, debating and persuasion, and analysis 

and interpretation 

Training methodology  

Instructor will work closely with students to achieve the above objectives. Methods of training include  

1. A variety of intensive and extensive audio-visual materials (including videos) and exercises on 

Moodle and Internet websites. 

2. Pair work (Think/Pair/Share) and group and class discussions, including Think pair share, Take Five 

and Timed Retell  

3. Simulation 

4. Role-playing 

5. collaborative learning activities and interactive tasks 
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Course schedule (tentative) 

Week Unit theme Skills/objectives 

 

1-2 

 

1. Small Talk 

 

 

- Introduction to the course 

- initiating & maintaining a conversation on safe topics 

in different situations 

- Confusing Minimal Pairs /ɪ/ or /e/ 

3 2. Expressing opinions 

& debating 

- Expressing opinions and debating skills 

- Confusing Minimal Pairs /ɔ:/ or /əʊ/  

4-5 3. Academic oral 

Presentations skills 
- Delivering & reflecting on academic Presentations  

- Expanding collocation & vocabulary 

6 4. Interviews  - Practicing skills of conducting & participating in 

interviews  

- Pronunciation of constant clusters 

7 5. Culture: manners and 
politeness  

- Inter-cultural awareness of both polite and rude 

manners in both Palestine and UK 

- Expressing social communicative functions 

8                       Revision and  Mid- Term Exam 

9 

 

6. Health issues - Practice medical language  

- Pronunciation of problematic medical words 

10 7. Islam and the West Practice discussing controversial religious issues 

 

11 

8. News & Current Affairs  - Understanding radio and TV news & documentaries 

- Debating and argumentation skills 

12 9. Language & literature - Discussing Language and  literary issues 

- Retelling stories  

- Understanding American and British English 

13 10. Charity & voluntary 
works 

- Discussing charity and voluntary works  

14                   Revision & reflection on assignments 
 

Final Exam: May 26, 2018                   

 

Note: This is a tentative schedule for this course. The instructor reserves the right to make changes to 

this syllabus based on the needs/interests of the students and/or any changes in circumstances. 
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Assessment 

1. 6 Surprise preparation quizzes in class (highest 5)                                    15% 

2. 6 Intensive and extensive listening Assignments (highest 5)                     15% 

3. Mid-term exam                                                                                           20% 

4. Presentation                                                                                                10% 

5. Final exam                                                                                                  40% 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

           Total                                                                                                            100% 

5 marks bonus                                                                                               5%                                       

 

Assignments 

1. Surprise preparation quizzes in class: There will be 5 unannounced in-class quizzes that will 

allow you to demonstrate your knowledge and preparation of the audio-visual training materials 

and exercises. There will be no forewarning of these in-class presentations or quizzes. They 

confirm your attendance, encourage you to prepare and ensure your participation in class. You 

should always be prepared and ready to take a quiz in any class. If you miss one quiz, you will 

lose 3.3 marks.  

2. Classroom participation: Active participation in pair and group work discussions and 

interactive tasks is vital to achieve the course objectives. A considerable amount of class time 

will be allocated to pair/group discussions and activities. Students must be well-prepared and 

participate actively in the discussions and activities. 

3. Intensive and Extensive Listening Assignments: You will be given 6 assignments on Moodle, 

only the top 5 ones will be counted. These assignments require video watching or listening to 

short and long conversations, interviews, presentations and answering questions that demonstrate 

your understanding of the specific and general points and expressions mentioned in these 

materials. These assignments should be done and submitted on specified time to be confirmed in 

class.  

4. Given a presentation: You will be asked to plan, prepare and deliver quality 5-minute 

presentation about a topic to be agreed on with instructor. 

5. Mid-term exam will be based on materials discussed in class and assignments done at home. 

6. Final exam will also be based on materials discussed in class and assignments done at home 

7. 5 marks bonus: Students will be given an assignment on Moodle. 

  

Required Learning Materials 

1. A compiled collection of well-selected audio-visual materials (on Moodle). 

2. Instructor-created handouts and worksheets and instructor-provided videos.   

3. Additional oral communication selections (to be given during the course).   
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Equipment needed:  

 

White board, computer & LCD, and speakers connected to the computer for listening and watching 

videos, Moodle, Access to internet in class and at home. 

 

Course Policy & Class Rules 

 

1. Speak only English in class 

2. Prepare all daily lessons before coming to class. Daily preparation and doing the assignments 

will increase your achievement.  

3. Attendance is a university policy and mandatory.  Failure to attend classes will lower your final 

grade.  You cannot expect to improve your English if you do not come to class. A low level of 

attendance may result in a student failing the course.  

4. Participation: This course depends heavily on your active participation in class, without which 

your communications skills will remain weak. 

5. Punctuality: Students are expected to arrive on time, be prepared, and remain until the end of 

class. 

6. Phone: switch your mobile off or turn it to silent if you want to use it as a dictionary, no 

texting/messaging  

7.  If you miss a class, do see another student or me for info about what we discussed in class. 

8. Chatting: No chatting when teacher or others are talking.  

9.  No make-ups or extensions for exam will be given for any reason except a documented medical 

emergency. 

10. Academic honesty: The principles of truth and honesty are fundamental to a community of 

learners. All students are expected to honor these principles and are responsible for maintaining 

the integrity of academic work at the University. 

Examples of academic dishonesty (violations) include,  

a. Cheating in any form partial or complete. 

b. Plagiarism or false representation of another’s work as one’s own 

            At the discretion of the instructor, a student who violates this code may receive   

            any or all of the following: 

a. Failing grade for the assignment. 

b. Failing grade for the course. 

 

11. Students with Disabilities 

If you are a student with a disability (visually impaired) and need any assistance to participate in 

this course, please contact your instructor or visit the university Assistive Technology Center 

which offers accessing special computer equipment and academic services to visually impaired 

students. It is located in the Basement of the Administration Main Building.  
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Useful Links 

1. English as a 2nd language lab (ESL Lab):  http://www.esl-lab.com/ 

2. BBC Learning English: http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/ 

3. Voice of America: http://www.voanews.com/specialenglish/index.cfm 

4. http://www.talkenglish.com/  

5. Free English Study: http://free-english-study.com/ 

6. English Daily: http://www.englishdaily626.com/  

7. Open English world: http://www.openenglishworld.com/ 

8. English Club: http://www.englishclub.com/ 

9. 100 free short English stories for ESL learners: http://www.rong-chang.com/qa2/ 

10. American Stories for English Learners: http://www.manythings.org/voa/stories/ 

11. www.real-english.com 

12. www.eslvideo.com  

13. ESL Videos: Category: ‘International English’: http://www.manythings.org/b/e/ 

14. English video for ESL/ EFL students: http://www.englishstudydirect.com/OSAC/mediavideo.htm 

15. www.agendaweb.org  

16. Most famous speeches: http://www.americanrhetoric.com/top100speechesall.html 

17. http://www.manythings.org/b/e/category/international-english  

18. Ted Power- English Language Learning &Teaching: 

http://www.btinternet.com/~ted.power/index.html 

19.  www.EffortlessEnglishClub.com  

20. http://www.5minuteenglish.com/ 
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