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Unit 1: Small Talk 

A) Home activities 

1. Part of developing a new friendship is making small talk, or initiating a 

conversation using basic topics that are safe to talk about with someone you don't 

know yet. Making small talk is an important tool in learning about others. 

Conversation that starts out small leads to other topics where potential friends find 

out things they may have in common.  

Starting a conversation and keeping it going is really important to good 

communication. Several conversation starters that can be used in 6 situations are 

classified below. Match these situations to these groups of conversation starters. 

a. Waiting somewhere 

b. Out for a walk  

c. Talking about the weather 

d. At a social event 

e. Talking about current events 

f. At the office 

Small Talk: Conversation Starters 

  Beautiful day, isn't it? 

 Can you believe all of this rain we've been having? 

 It looks like it's going to snow. 

 We couldn't ask for a nicer day, could we? 

  Did you catch the news today? 

 Did you hear about that fire on Fourth St? 

 I read in the paper today that the Sears Mall is closing. 

 I heard on the radio today that they are finally going to start 

building the new bridge. 

 How about those Reds? Do you think they're going to win 

tonight? 

  Looking forward to the weekend? 

 Have you worked here long? 

 I can't believe how busy/quiet we are today, can you? 

 Has it been a long week? 

 What do you think of the new computers? 
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  So, how do you know Justin? 

 Have you tried the cabbage rolls that Sandy made? 

 Are you enjoying yourself? 

 It looks like you could use another drink. 

 Pretty nice place, huh? 

 I love your dress. Can I ask where you got it? 

  How old's your baby? 

 The tulips are sure beautiful at this time of year, aren't they? 

 How do you like the new park? 

 Nice day to be outside, isn't it? 

  I didn't think it would be so busy today. 

 You look like you've got your hands full (with children or 

goods). 

 The bus must be running late today. 

 It looks like we are going to be here a while, huh? 

 How long have you been waiting? 

 

2.   Watch Video (1) Learning English - Lesson Eighteen (Small Talk)  

        http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ght_qKdF2PY and answer these questions.  

  

a. What is the name of the speaker? 

b. Is the speaker British or American? 

c. What is meant by small talk? 

d. What common small talk topic do British use? 

e. What common small talk topic do Americans use? 

f. List 5 new words you learned and give their synonyms, antonyms, or definitions  

g. List 5 new phrases or expression you learned. 

h. What common small talk topic do Palestinians use? 

 

  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ght_qKdF2PY
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B)   Watch Video (2) Small Talk and answer these questions:  

 

1. According to Randall, which question would probably NOT be the best one to start a 

conversation? 

A. Where are you from? 

B. What do you do? 

C. What's your name? 

2. You should avoid ____________ when introducing yourself. 

A. discussing your marital status 

B. mentioning all of your good points 

C. talking about your personal problems 

3. Randall also advises caution not to _______________. 

A. give out your contact information 

B. discuss religion or politics 

C. make negative comments about people 

 

C) Speaking  

 

1. In Pairs, discuss which of the following statements are acceptable or unacceptable 

to discuss with someone you meet for the first time. Give reasons. 

a. It is common to use small talk when you are waiting in a long line-up (queue).  

b. Religion is a "safe" topic when making small talk.  

c. It is rude for both children and adults not to make small talk with strangers.  

d. Sport is not a safe topic when making small talk.  

e. One should never compliment another person's clothes in order to make small 

talk.  

f. Politics is a controversial subject according to society.  

g. It is common to discuss the weather in an elevator. 

h. One reason people use small talk is to eliminate an uncomfortable silence. 

i. It is rude to interrupt a conversation in order to make small talk. 
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2. With a partner, practice starting and keeping the conversation going. Think carefully 

about what questions you would ask in each situation: 

a. at a bus stop waiting for the next bus 

b. on the first day of class right before school begins 

c. on a plane waiting for takeoff 

d. at a friend's house for a barbecue 

D) Pronunciation  

1.  Confusing Minimal Pairs /ɪ/ or /e/ 

Problem  English 

sound 
e.g. 

Common 

error 
e.g. Fix problem 

Minimal Pairs /ɪ/ or 

/e/ 

/ɪ/ "sit" /e/ "set" Move front of tongue a little 

higher. 

Listen & practice, practice, 

practice 

2.  Part 1: You will listen to 3 words, circle the different one  

1. sit – set – set 

2. let – let – lit 

3. kept – kit – kept 

4. mit – met – mit 

5. net – knit – knit 

6. pit – pit – pet 

 

Part 2: Recognition: Which do you hear? I’ll say a word. Is it the /i/ or /e/ 
sound? 

 

1. lit 

2. mit 

3. net 

4. bit 

5. bet 

6. knick 

7. heck 

8. peck 
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Part 3: Which do you hear? 
 

1. a. He has a big knick. 

b. He has a big neck. 

 

2. a. The chickens were pecking. 

b. The chickens were picking. 

 

3. a. She made a little bit. 

b. She made a little bet. 

 

4. a. She doesn’t like that knit. 

b. She doesn’t like that net. 

 

5. a. They found a large pet. 

b. They found a large pit. 

 

Part 4: Questions 

1. What do you like to get when you sit and watch TV? 

2. What kind of animals peck? 

3. Have you ever been hit by someone? 

4. Who do you know who is really witty? 

5. When do you like to get wet? 

6. Why do people like kissing their partners’ neck? 

7. What kinds of things wouldn’t you let a teenager do? 

8. What kinds of pets do you really like? 

9. Is there anything special you have kept most of your life? 
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3. Complete the table below with similar examples. Confusing the sounds /I/ & /e/    

 /I/ /e/ 

1.  Did Dead 

2.  Tin Ten 

3.  Disk Desk  

4.    

5.    

6.    

7.    

8.    

9.    

10.    

11.    

12.    

13.    

4. Practice: Tongue twister:   

 Did Ed wed Liz or did Liz wed Ed? 

 These six silly sisters are sweet to meet. 

 


