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Unit (1) 

Beliefs and Principles in TEFL and Technology 

  

Objectives 

1. To be more aware of the core components of the process of teaching and learning 

English. 

2. To deepen beliefs about teaching and learning English.  

3. To develop strong positive attitude towards using commonly-used internet tools in 

teaching of English effectively.   

4. To be more aware of main challenges in using internet tools in teaching English 

and how to overcome them. 

 

Core components of the process of teaching and learning English 

A) Teaching English language effectively and efficiently requires full understanding 

of several core components which include answering these seven Wh-questions 

represented in Diagram (1). Which one is the most important? Why? 

1. Goals & Objectives of teaching English (Why) 

2. Audience: Who are the learners? What are their characteristics? What are their levels? 

3. Content: What language skills and subs-kills should be developed? What mental skills 

should be developed?  

4. Methods: How best are these skills presented and developed?   

5. Context/ setting: Where will teaching take place? What physical and non-physical 

environment will learning take place in? 

6. Duration/When does the course begin and end?  

7. Evaluation: How much of the "whys” (objectives) were achieved?  
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Diagram(1): Course components 

B) In order to teach English effectively, English teacher must know the general 

purposes of teaching English which differ from one context to another, from 

a country to another and from time to time. Try to discuss and prioritise the 

four most relevant purposes related to your current local context. 

a. English for general purpose 

b. English is taught for academic and educational purposes 

c. English is taught for business 

d. English is taught for tourism 

e. English is taught for political and diplomatic purposes 

f. English is taught for legal purposes (lawyers) 

g. English is taught for medical purposes 

h. English for science and technology 

i. English for occupational purposes (work)  

j. English for media and journalism 

k. English for literary purposes 

l. English for cultural and intercultural understanding 

m. English for religious purposes 

n. English is taught for ………………….. 
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C) Try to list 4 language skills and 4 language aspects/sub-skills that you would 

develop. Two examples are given for you. 

a.  Reading  

b.  

c.  

d.  

e. vocabulary 

f.  

g.  

h.  

D) Use the internet or a dictionary to find the difference between each of the 

following 2 terms. 

 

a.  receptive skills and productive skills 

b.  oral skills and  written skills 

c. authentic material and artificial material 

 

E) Which of these two groups of non-linguistic (cognitive/ mental) skills would 

you develop? Why? 

  

1. LOTS   =  Lower Order Thinking Skills: Lower-order thinking skills 

(LOTS) include basic skills such as understanding and memorizing of the basic 

information in a text or a story line or literal meaning of a story, play, or poem. 

They can be developed through asking straightforward questions and doing 

activities related to the skills in diagram (2) 
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Diagram (2): Lower Order Thinking Skills 

 

2. HOTS: Higher Order Thinking Skills: include critical, logical, reflective, 

meta-cognitive, and creative thinking skills such as predicting, applying, 

inferring, sequencing, evaluating, synthesizing and analyzing. These skills are 

activated when individuals encounter unfamiliar problems, uncertainties, 

questions, or dilemmas . . . that promote continued growth in these and other 

intellectual skills.1.  

 

 
Diagram (3): Bloom’s Taxonomy for thinking skills 

                                                           
1
  For more details: FJ King, L. Goodson and F. Rohani.  Higher Order Thinking Skills. 

    ww.cala.fsu.edu 
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F) Teaching English is influenced by several affective (emotional) factors. 

Which of these affective factors would you consider in teaching English 

effectively? 

1. Motivation: intrinsic and extrinsic  

2. Interest  

3. Attitude 

4. Self-dependence 

5. Self confidence  

6. Self –esteem 

 

G) Which of the following values would you develop in teaching English? Why? 

1. Honesty 

2. justice 

3. Cooperation and collective work 

4. Responsibility  

5. Independence 

6. Patience and persistence in the pursuit of goals 

7. Sacrifice  

8. Generosity toward others and the community at large 

9. Loyalty to homeland 

10. Willingness to compromise 

 
H) In the light of all the questions discussed above, English language teachers should 

develop and promote four key skills and aspects. Try to complete this diagram. 

 

Diagram (4): What teachers should develop and promote? 

  

•listening 

•speaking 

•reading  

•writing 

  
•HOTS  

•LOTs 

  
•emotions & 

feelings 

•motivation 

•attitude 

values 
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I) Several recent internet technologies can be used to enhance teaching and learning 

English. some of these commonly-used internet tools can be used to develop and 

promote the four skills and aspects shown in Diagram (4) above. Look at diagram 

(5) and try to 

a. identify what each of the three logos/symbols stand for. 

b. add  3 more tools that can be used in teaching English.  

 

                             Diagram 5: Internet tools 
 

J) In light of the key four aspects discussed above (language skills, affective factors, 

thinking skills and values) that English language teachers should develop and promote, to 

what extent do you agree with the following advantages of using the Internet in teaching 

English? Try to write 3 similar ones.  

1. Using language games can promote learners’ thinking skills such as guessing, 
prediction, discovery learning, problem-solving, etc. 

2. Teachers can use the internet to get authentic/ real materials for learning,  

3.  Using the internet can develop learners’ independence from a single source 
of information,  

4. Internet  is useful for self-learning and can lead to a more learner-centered 
classroom  

5. Using the internet  can encourage collaborative work and exchange of skills 

6.  Using the internet can reinforce active learning an  
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7. Internet stimulates learners’ sense of hearing and seeing through offers audio-
visual  material 

8.  

9.  

10.  

 

K) Although recent technologies have many advantages discussed above, there 

are several challenges (barriers) for using them in teaching English. Here is a 

list of these challenges. Which five are the most serious ones? Why?  

1. unavailability of computer and constant access to the internet 

2. Lack of technical and theoretical knowledge on the part of teachers, 

administrators and students  

3. Anxiety for teachers  

4. Time consuming due to technical difficulties:  

- computer screen freezing during the middle of a PPP 

- power on-off 

- broken or slow links on websites 

- wasting time accessing websites containing erroneous or too much 

detailed information 
 

L) The advantages for using technology often outweigh the disadvantages. Many of 

the problems with using technology can be overcome by testing equipment 

beforehand and learning how to properly use each technology. Discuss which 2 of 

the following techniques can also reduce the negative impact of the challenges 

facing using technology in teaching. Try to add more. 

1. In-advanced planning & checking technology tools 

2. Providing students with time to tinker with new ICTs before they are      

expected to carry out an assignment using them. 

3. Introducing students to netiquette & rules of interaction: explanations & 

modelling. 

M)  Taking into account the advantages and disadvantages of technological tools, 

what does this proverb mean to you as an English language teacher? 

“Don’t throw the technology out with the bath water” 
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Pedagogical implications 

Outlining the four skills and aspects to be developed in any program teaching English 

(Diagram 4) and the several commonly-used internet tools available to teachers and 

learners (Diagram 5) raises one key question: 

How can teachers use such internet tool in teaching English effectively? In more 

specific words, how teachers can match the diagram (40 and (5) mentioned above. 

This is what would the next chapters try to answer. 

 

 


