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Unit (2) Computer-Assisted Language Learning (CALL) 

 

Objective 
 

By the end of this unit, the participant should be able to use the following computer functions to enhance 

teaching and learning English. 

 

1. Using computer as a CD player 

2. Using computer as a video player 

3. Using Ms Word in Teaching and learning English 

a. Word keyboard shortcuts 

b. Drawing tables 

c.  Drawing hidden tables 

d. Track changes 

4. Using  Power Point presentation in Teaching English 

 
 

1) Using computer as a CD player 

 

The computer by itself has many capabilities for enhancing language learning but combined with other 

technologies such internet and LCD, the possibilities are even greater for the English language learner. It 

is important to remember that however you use computers in your class; they are not a substitute for 

teaching. They are an extra tool for the teacher and their use needs careful planning and preparation. 

The tape recorder & more recently the CD player are perhaps the most common piece of technology that 

language teachers have access to. Most course books, including English for Palestine 1-12, have several 

listening activities on CDs. 

Lab Task (1) 

 

a. Familiarise yourself with the CD player types and features 

b. Auto repeat function 

Teaching Task (1) 

With loudspeakers, the computer functions as a useful audio player that provides faster access to audio-

materials, without the manual fast forward or reverse (which saves time in class). As a Palestinian 

English language teacher, think and try to list 3 pedagogical functions of using computer as an audio-

player for teaching English for Palestine. 

a. perception of sounds 

b.  

c.  
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2) Using computer as a video player 
 

Lab Task (2) 

a. Familiarise yourself with video player types and features 

b. Learn how to download, save and play a video from sites like these: 

 

- Youtube (teaching and learning English) 

- http://www.english-4kids.com/powerpoint.html 

- ESL Videos 

- English video for ESL/ EFL students: 

http://www.englishstudydirect.com/OSAC/mediavideo.htm 

Teaching Task (2) 

With LCD & loudspeakers, the computer functions as a useful video player (audio-visual videos on CD 

or flashes) which can provide practice in all language skills. 

a. As a Palestinian English language teacher, think and try to list 3 pedagogical functions of video 

player in teaching English for Palestine. 

1.  

2.  

3.  

b. Many students enjoy watching TV & videos more than listening to a cassette for various reasons. 

Which one do you agree with most? Why? In pairs, list at least one more reason. 

1. The setting, action, emotions, gestures, etc, that our students can observe in a video clip, 

provide an important visual stimulus for language production and practice. 
 

2. It is actually easier for learners to understand video material when the face of the speaker is 

visible. 
 

3. Students are exposed to authentic English in a natural context. Not   only is this by 

exposing them to "real people", but they view real situations too. 

4.  

c. Harmer (2007: 310)
1
 suggests a variety of viewing techniques when using films and videos in 

listening activities, including the following ones. Which ones do you agree with most? Why? In 

pairs, list 2 more activities. 

1. Silent viewing (playing the video without the sound) 

2. Freeze framing (freezing the picture and asking the students what they think will happen 

next) 

3. Partial viewing (covering most of the screen with a piece of paper)  

4. Picture or speech (half the class watches the video while the other half faces away) 

5. Subtitled films (students see and hear the English language) 
 

                                                            
1 Harmer, J. 2007. The practice of English language teaching. 4th ed. Harlow: Pearson Longman. 

http://www.english-4kids.com/powerpoint.html
http://www.manythings.org/b/e
http://www.englishstudydirect.com/OSAC/mediavideo.htm
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d. Here are more activities. Which one do you agree with most? Why? 

 

1. What happens next: The teacher shows the students a scene and uses the pause control to stop 

the tape at various points. The students try to predict what is about to happen or what is going to 

be said. 

 

2. Observe and write: Students view a scene then write on what they have witnessed. Pre-viewing 

and while-viewing tasks allow them to work on new vocabulary, while the post-viewing task 

gives them plenty of practice on past tenses. 

 

e. Finding and choosing an appropriate video that suits your learners is not an easy task and requires 

following certain criteria. In Pairs, try to list two criteria you would use in choosing a video for 

teaching English in Palestinian schools. One criteria is given for you. 

a. Length of the extract (2-3 minute video) 

b.  

c.  

Further Reading on using videos 

1. Video and young learners 1: http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/articles/video-young-learners-1 

2. Video and young learners 2: http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/articles/video-young-learners-2 

3. PICS Video guidelines: http://www.uiowa.edu/~pics/tips.html#Topic%2012 

http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/articles/video-young-learners-1
http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/articles/video-young-learners-2
http://www.uiowa.edu/~pics/tips.html#Topic%2012
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3) Using MS Word in Teaching English 

 

Word keyboard shortcuts 

 

Lab Task (3)  

 

a. Using computer keyboard shortcuts can save time and the effort of switching from the keyboard to 

the mouse to execute simple commands. How many of these keyboard shortcuts do you know? 

Try to practice them in lab and at home.  

 

Word keyboard shortcuts 

 Document actions  Text Style 

 Action Keystroke  Action Keystroke 

1.  New file CTRL+N 1.  Bold CTRL+B 

2.  Close a file CTRL+W 2.  Italics CTRL+I 

3.  Save CTRL+S  3.  Underline CTRL+U 

4.  Print CTRL+P 4.  All caps CTRL+SHIFT+A 

5.  Spelling & 

grammar 
F7 

5.  
Change case SHIFT+F3 

6.  Find CTRL+F 6.  Smaller font CTRL+[ 

7.  Replace CTRL+H 7.  Larger font CTRL+] 

8.  
Go To CTRL+G 

8.  Make web 

hyperlink 
CTRL+K 

 Cursor movement  Formatting 

1.  Select all - entire 

document 
CTRL+A 

1.  
Cut CTRL+X              

2.  Select from cursor 

to beginning of line 

SHIFT+Ho

me 

2.  
Copy CTRL+C 

3.  Select from cursor 

to end of line 

SHIFT+EN

D 

3.  
Paste CTRL+V 

4.  Go to beginning of 

line 
HOME 

4.  
Undo CTRL+Z 

5.  Go to end of line END 5.  Redo CTRL+Y 

6.  Go to end of 

document 
CTRL+End 

6.  
Left alignment CTRL+L 

  7.  Center alignment CTRL+E 

   8.  Right alignment CTRL+R 

   9.  Justified CTRL+J 

   10.  Apply bulleted list CTRL+SHIFT+L 

   11.  Page break CTRL+Enter 
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b. Use the following text to practice using some of the Word keyboard shortcuts tabulated above. 

 

1. Open new file, Copy the text and past it onto the new file. 

2. Title:  bold and in center 

3. Italicize the terms in blue colour. 

4. How many times is the word Twitter mentioned in the text? Highlight them all yellow. 

5. Font size: 12 and font type: Times New Roman 

6. Double space the 1
st
 two paragraphs, single space the 3

rd
 and 4

th
, and space the last 5

th
 and 6

th
 

1.5. 

 

7. Justify the right side margin.  

8. Hyperlink the title using the web address at the bottom of the text. 

9. Save the file on E and give it your name. 
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Twitter 

Twitter is an online service that allows you to share updates with other users by 

answering one simple question: "What are you doing?" 

In order to use Twitter, you must first sign up for a free account. Once you have 

created your account, you can post your own updates and view the updates others 

have posted. You can search for people to follow or you can let Twitter select 

random users. Once you have selected a number of users, their most recent posts, or 

"tweets," will show up on your Twitter home page. Likewise, your own latest 

tweets will show up on the home pages of people who have decided to follow you. 

Twitter limits each tweet to 140 characters, which means there is no room for 

rambling. Of course, in this era of limited attention spans, 140 characters may be as 

much as other users want to read anyway. The character limit is also within the 160 

character limit of SMS text messages. This is useful, since tweets can be sent to 

Twitter using mobile phones. To Twitter via your cell phone, you simply need to 

add your phone number in the "Devices" area of the Twitter Settings page. 

Since most people have frequent access to a computer or cell phone, Twitter makes 

it possible to provide others with frequent updates about your life. Many people also 

use Twitter to blog about the news, politics, TV shows, or any other hot topic. Some 

people even use it to share their thoughts on lectures or sermons. So Twitter posts 

are certainly not limited to answering the question, "What are you doing?" 

Twitter has become the next hot trend in social networking. While it is not as 

functional as Facebook or MySpace, Twitter's appeal lies within its simplicity. It 

allows friends, family, and complete strangers to stay connected through quick 

updates that only take a couple of seconds to write. Therefore, if you like to feel 

connected to others, but have limited time, Twitter might be just be for you. 

While "Twitter" is a noun, in can also be used as a verb. For example, "He twitters 

at least five times a day." To learn more about Twitter or to sign up for an account, 

visit Twitter.com. 

Source: http://www.techterms.com/definition/twitter   

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.techterms.com/definition/tweet
http://www.techterms.com/definition/character
http://www.techterms.com/definition/sms
http://www.techterms.com/definition/blog
http://www.techterms.com/definition/socialnetworking
http://www.techterms.com/definition/facebook
http://www.techterms.com/definition/myspace
http://twitter.com/
http://www.techterms.com/definition/twitter
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c. Drawing tables  

 

1. Draw a table that has 5 column and 4 rows. 

2. Number the first column from 1- 7.   

3. Make the column number narrower. 

4. Shade the top row yellow. 

5. Write these words in first row cells: No, verb, noun. 

6. Add a 6
th

 column to the right of the table. 

7. Add a 7
th

 column to the left of the table. 

8. Write the word adjective at the top of the new column. 

9. Delete the 7
th

 and 8
th

 columns you added. 

10. Add 2 rows at the bottom of 4
th

 row and then delete only one of them.   

11. Merge the first and second cells in bottom row. 

12. Shade the table and AutoFit to content , AutoFit to Window and AutoFit Fixed column width  

 

d. Drawing hidden tables 

1. Tabulate the following exercise in a table. 

2. Add this phrase in the top column Odd one out. 

3. Hide the table borders  

 

 wind      -   flood    -   floor                  -   sandstorm 

 Amman          -  Nablus        -   Ramallah         -   Jerusalem 

 Boat                -  ship     -  train                  -   canoe 

 Kettles            -  apples     -  bananas             -  orange 

e. Track changes 

To use this feature (Track Changes), open the file for Review then click on Track Changes. Check the 

relevant boxes in the dialogue box that come up.  

  

Below is a paragraph written by a secondary school student. It has several mistakes. Correct the 

mistakes using Track Changes feature. 

I live in gaza which is located in the south of palestine. I has 4 brothers and 4 

sisters. My father  is a engineer. He studied in the islamic university of gaza. He 

works in the ministry of information. The capital of palestine is jerusalem which 

has al-aqsa mosque.   
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Teaching Task (3) 

The computer is an excellent tool for the teacher not only for the preparation of worksheets, tables, 

exercises, enrichment materials and exams that make a good impression in the class but also for the 

easy retrieval, updating and modification of such information.  

a. As a Palestinian English language teacher, think and try to list 2 pedagogical functions for each of 

the following computer keyboard shortcuts in teaching English for Palestine. 

 

1. bold 

2. italics 

3. underlining 

4. highlighting 

5. hyper linking  

6. colouring font 

7. hyperlink  

 

b. As a Palestinian English language teacher, think and try to list 3 pedagogical functions for using 

tables in teaching English for Palestine. 

 

1.  

2.  

3.  

 

c. As a Palestinian English language teacher, think and try to list 3 pedagogical functions for using 

hidden tables in teaching English for Palestine. 

1.  

2.  

3.  

d. As a Palestinian English language teacher, think and try to list 3 pedagogical functions for using 

track changes in teaching English for Palestine. 

1.  

2.  

3.  
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4) Creating Power Point presentation 

 Lab Task (4)  

1. Open a new PPP file 

2. Save the file and give it (your name & Activity 1) 

3. Select a suitable design  

4. Create 7 slides 

5. Include the following the information in the 10 slides: 

- 1
st
 slide (Title slide): Using Technology to Enhance Student Learning, your name & date.  

- 2
nd

 slide:  3 types of educational technologies  

- 3
rd

 slide: 2 advantages of using technology in teaching English 

- 4
th

  slide: 2 disadvantages of using technology in teaching English 

- 5
th

  slide: 2 suggestions to overcome challenges for using technologies  

- 6
th

 slide: insert one picture related to the logo/symbols of Twitter, Google or Facebook. (Use 

Google picture to find a picture) 

- 7
th

 slide make a table (3 columns & 4 rows) complete the table columns about any issue you 

like. 

- 8
th

 slide add one of these words and its sound/pronunciation: Twitter, Google or Facebook. 

Use http://www.howjsay.com/ to download the pronunciation and then add to slide 8. 

- 9
th

 slide: use any of the video websites listed above to download a video and then add it slide 

9. 

- Slide 10: Write “Thank you”  

6. Use bullets and numbers for the points above  

7. Modify the font size, colour and type in the way you like. 

8. Make sure the layout is well-formatted. 

Teaching Task  

 

As a Palestinian English language teacher, think and try to list 3 pedagogical functions for using PPP in 

teaching English for Palestine.  

1.  

2.  

3.  

http://www.howjsay.com/

