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Unit (3) Using Facebook in Teaching English 

Objective 

 

By the end of this unit, the participant should be able to  

 

1. create an individual and group Facebook account 

2. use major features of Facebook (Posting texts, adding photos, videos, links and files and 

asking questions) in teaching English.  

3. follow some of the most popular Facebook pages for teaching and learning English to 

receive and send posts and comments .  
 

Introduction 

Facebook, YouTube, Twitter, Google+, LinkedIn and Instagram are major social networks used 

worldwide. One top network is Facebook which has attracted hundreds of millions of users, 

many of whom have integrated this tool into their daily practices. 

When started in 2004, Facebook was a social network used to connect distant friends, family 

members and coworkers. Taking into consideration the several features and ongoing 

development of Facebook, educators face a serious challenge in how to use this tool to enhance 

student engagement in the academic process, specifically foreign language teaching and learning.    
 

Facebook provides its users pages, chat option, ability to send private or public messages, 

comment, get feedback, create events, etc. (www.facebook.com/help, 2004). Among those 

popular features Facebook has is creating a private group which can be managed to increase 

purposeful communication between its members without being engaged in dealing with 

irrelevant issues or interrupted by meddlers.  

Using several examples, this chapter tries to illustrate how Facebook key features can be used to 

enhance the process of teaching and learning English as a foreign language. These 

incomprehensive examples are only samples of how teachers can use Facebook in teaching 

English. They are meant to show teachers that they can create their own ways of using Facebook 

features in teaching English.  

It should be emphasized that teachers should feel free to modify these examples and proposed 

activities in accordance with the 

 

- specific objectives of the lesson to be taught; 

- learners’ linguistic level: beginner, elementary, intermediate, advanced; 

- learners’ age: young children, teenagers,  

- learners’ schooling level: primary, upper primary, secondary, post-secondary; 

- learners’ coursebook/ textbook to enhance learners’ linguistic performance and 

- learners’ interest and cultural context.  

http://www.facebook.com/help
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Lab Task: Creating an account and using Facebook features  

 

1. Signing up and creating a Facebook account, if not having an account yet. 

2. Joining  a closed group (as a learner) that the teacher had created (Technology in TEFL) 

3. Learning how to create a closed group as a teacher. 

4. Mastering how to use these features: 

 

a. Post text: allows teacher and students to send any piece of written discourse 

ranging from a phrase to an essay or an article.  

b. Add photo: allows teacher and students to upload a picture. 

c. Add video: lets teacher and students upload a video. 

d. Add link : lets teacher and students share a link URL in a post 

e. Add file: lets teacher and students post files or share Dropbox files such as 

presentations, schedules, and documents. 

f. Ask question: lets teacher and students get recommendations, conduct polls and 

learn from your friends and other people on Facebook  

 

5. Following some of the most popular Facebook pages for teaching and learning English to 

receive and send posts and comments. Below are two key links that list about 30 top 

Facebook pages for English teachers and learners. Try to browse both and choose 

“like” at least five pages to be able follow.  

 

a. Top Facebook Pages for English Language Teachers -Really Learn English 

website: http://www.really-learn-english.com/top-facebook-pages-for-english-

language-teachers.html 

b. Facebook English: 14 Super Pages to Learn and Teach English -

MyEnglishTeacher.eu: http://www.myenglishteacher.eu/blog/facebook-english-

14-super-pages-to-learn-and-teach-english/#v5aWpsoJgCvy9RD2.99  

Below are more links to Facebook pages dedicated for teaching and learning English: 

c. LearnEnglish – British Council MENA: 

 https://www.facebook.com/LearnEnglish.BritishCouncilMENA/info

d. Cambridge Dictionaries Online: 

 https://www.facebook.com/CambridgeDictionariesOnline/info  

e. VOA Learning English: https://www.facebook.com/voalearningenglish/info 

f. English club Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/englishclub/info  

g. English Idioms: https://www.facebook.com/EnglishIdiomsExpressions/info  

h. Learn English Teens-British Council: 

https://www.facebook.com/LearnEnglishTeens.BritishCouncil/info 

 

http://www.really-learn-english.com/top-facebook-pages-for-english-language-teachers.html
http://www.really-learn-english.com/top-facebook-pages-for-english-language-teachers.html
http://www.myenglishteacher.eu/blog/facebook-english-14-super-pages-to-learn-and-teach-english/#v5aWpsoJgCvy9RD2.99
http://www.myenglishteacher.eu/blog/facebook-english-14-super-pages-to-learn-and-teach-english/#v5aWpsoJgCvy9RD2.99
https://www.facebook.com/LearnEnglish.BritishCouncilMENA/info
https://www.facebook.com/CambridgeDictionariesOnline/info
https://www.facebook.com/voalearningenglish/info
https://www.facebook.com/englishclub/info
https://www.facebook.com/EnglishIdiomsExpressions/info
https://www.facebook.com/LearnEnglishTeens.BritishCouncil/info
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What steps should teachers do to use Facebook effectively? 

 

1. Familiarise yourself with Facebook, if you have not used it before. To do so, visit 

Facebook help center at https://www.facebook.com/help/ 

 

2. Create a Facebook group for your class to provide a space for learners to communicate 

and share information and interests. To learn more about group basics, click 

https://www.facebook.com/help/162866443847527 

 

Depending on your learners’ objectives and characteristics, you can choose one of these 

three group options for your class: 

a. Open: Anyone can see the group, who's in it, and what members post. 

b. Closed: Anyone can see the group and who's in it. Only members see posts. 

c. Secret: Only members see the group, who's in it, and what members post. 

For more details about the differences between these options, visit 

https://www.facebook.com/help/www/220336891328465 

3. Familiarise yourself with Facebook features to be discussed below. 

4. Add your students as members and adjust the group settings. 

 

Teaching Task (1): Why Facebook can be used in teaching English? 

Although Facebook was not created to be used as a learning tool, it can be used for teaching 

English language skills for several logical and pedagogical reasons. Work in pairs or groups 

and try to agree on the three most important reasons and justify your choice. 

 

a. Many English language learners (especially teenagers) and their parents are already 

familiar with using Facebook which facilitates using for learning English.  

b. Facebook can be used to promote four types of interaction necessary for successful 

language class: learner and content, learner and teacher, learner and learner and learner 

and local and international society members.  

c. Through creating a closed group, teachers can ensure private interaction among the group 

using Facebook. 

d. Teachers need to prove themselves as models for appropriate use of Facebook in teaching 

and learning English.  

e. Facebook can be used as an enhancement tool that gives learners extracurricular activities 

and more learning opportunities that extend learning outside the walls of the traditional 

classroom. 

https://www.facebook.com/help/
https://www.facebook.com/help/162866443847527
https://www.facebook.com/help/www/220336891328465
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f. Facebook supports active learning and self-learning.  

g. Facebook promotes cooperative learning among the learners themselves through sharing 

ideas, learning experiences, learning materials.  

h. Learners can use Facebook not only on their laptops at home but also on their smart 

phones while at home or outside home. 

i. Facebook can be used to expose learners to authentic English material (e.g. videos, 

newspaper articles, TV news and programs) and use English in real communicative 

situation, e.g. requesting, commenting, asking and answering questions, etc. 

j. It can increase communication among students and between students and teacher in a 

manner that might not be entirely possible in a traditional classroom setting. 

 

 

Teaching Task (2): Teaching language skills in isolation or integrated 

Facebook can facilitate teaching the different language skills in isolation or integrated. Below are 

seven examples that show how teachers can use Facebook in teaching English. Each example is 

followed by some choices related to the language skill(s) to be developed by this activity. Tick 

the one(s) you agree with. Justify your answer. 

1. I can use the Facebook group account I created to post a specific topic for my students to 

write on a topic related to some writing lessons in their textbook or related to the course they 

are enrolled in. Then I choose the best three pieces of writing for voting using the feature of 

Ask Question. Creating competition among learners would make them prepare well and 

would improve their writing skill. If the students’ linguistic level is higher, I can add some 

links to find more information. Alternatively, I can use the group to encourage the students to 

post a topic of their own choice in order to ignite their creativity.  

 

a. Teaching writing (including vocabulary, spelling and grammar) 

b. Teaching reading and writing 

c. Teaching writing for beginners and elementary level learners only. 

d. Developing writing skills for learners of different linguistic levels. 

2. I can post my students one or two model pieces of writing which could be few model 

sentences (for beginners), a model paragraph (descriptive, narrative, and argumentative), an 

essay, an email, a letter or a report. The learners will be asked to write similar pieces of 

writing. This way reflects an effective three-stage learning strategy: observe, imitate and 

create as learners usually learn how to write well by observing model examples, imitating 

these models and then creating similar pieces of writing. 

a. Teaching writing (including vocabulary, spelling and grammar) 

b. Teaching reading and writing 

c. Teaching writing for beginners and elementary level learners only. 

d. Developing writing skills for learners of different linguistic levels. 
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3. I can also post a picture (house, car, animal, a girl, market, etc.) and ask students to write a 

specific number of sentences about the picture or a descriptive or narrative paragraph. 

Similarly two pictures can be posted and students are asked to write 2-3 similarities and/or 2-

3 differences between them. In the same way, I can upload several related pictures 

expressing a story and ask students to write a story. These pictures can be used for writing 

and for providing learners with cultural knowledge about other countries, e. g. posting 

images of two cities, celebrations, classrooms, meeting etiquettes, dinning etiquettes, etc. 

a. Teaching writing (including vocabulary, spelling and grammar) 

b. Teaching writing & raising cultural awareness.  

c. Teaching writing for beginners and elementary level learners only. 

d. Developing writing skills for learners of different linguistic levels. 

4. I can use post a short video related to some lessons or units in the students’ textbook so the 

lesson is consolidated by watching the video. For example, if the reading lesson in the 

textbook is about flowers, weather or sports, I can post them a relevant video. The students 

could be asked to watch the video and write a summary or reflect on the video they watched. 

a. Consolidating reading comprehension and vocabulary. 

b. Integrating reading with listening and writing as usually done in real life situation 

c. Teaching writing & raising cultural awareness.  

d. Developing writing skills for learners of different linguistic levels. 

5. I can regularly post young children video songs as a supplement to their course book. I can 

ask them to memorise the song which will enhance their pronunciation and make learning 

English enjoyable. Hence their pronunciation is eased and their motivation to learning 

English is heightened.  

a. Developing listening, pronunciation and speaking 

b. Consolidating reading comprehension and vocabulary 

c. Integrating reading with listening and writing as usually done in real life situation 

d. Teaching writing & raising cultural awareness.  

e. Developing writing skills for learners of different linguistic levels. 

6. I can post them three videos to watch and ask them to write comments about the best one 

they liked and why. They could also be asked to prepare their comments to discuss to give 

brief presentation in class. 

a. Developing listening, pronunciation and speaking 

b. Consolidating reading comprehension and vocabulary 

c. Integrating reading with listening and writing as usually done in real life situation 

d. Teaching writing & raising cultural awareness.  

e. Developing writing skills for learners of different linguistic levels. 
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7. I can post them a variety of reading texts to choose from. These texts could be short 

paragraphs, short stories, or essays to enhance extensive reading. Followed by some general 

questions for the understanding the main ideas of these texts, these reading texts could also 

be used to ask students to express their opinion of what they read. Posting students a variety 

of interesting reading texts to choose from will enhance their ability to make a choice, 

promote the habit of reading for pleasure and develop their reflection skills.    

Alternatively I can ask some students to talk/ present/ speak about what they read and 

express their attitude towards what they read. This can be done in some lessons in few 

minutes. I can also ask them to write their comments and feedback of the texts they read.   

a. Reading, writing and speaking 

b. Developing listening, pronunciation and speaking 

c. Consolidating reading comprehension and vocabulary 

d. Integrating reading with listening and writing as usually done in real life situation 

e. Teaching writing & raising cultural awareness.  

f. Developing writing skills for learners of different linguistic levels. 

 

Teaching Task (3) 

 

1. Teachers can use Facebook to develop the 4 language skills, the 4 language sub-skills, 

language functions and literary works (stories, poems and plays) included in English for 

Palestine. Work in groups, think and try to complete this table. 

 

Facebook in teaching English 

Facebook Language skill/sub-

skill (objective) 

Learners 

level 

Illustration/ examples 

Post    

Ask 

question 

   

Add     

others    

 

2. Work in group and list 2 main challenges Palestinian English teachers may face in using 

Facebook in teaching English and 2 suggestions to overcome them.  

 

3. Work in group and list 2 main challenges Palestinian English teachers may face in using 

Facebook in teaching English and 2 suggestions to overcome them.  


