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. Read the following poem carefully before you begin to answer the questions.
Love’s Diet
To what a cumbersome unwieldiness
And burdenous corpulence my love had grown
But that I did, to make it less
And keep it in proportión,
Give it a diet, made it feed upon
That which love worst endures, discretión.

Above one sigh a day I allowed him not,
Of which my fortune and my faults had part;
And if sometimes by stealth he got
A she sigh from my mistress’ heart
And thought to feast on that, I let him see
’Twas neither very sound, nor meant to me.

If he wrung from me a tear, I brined it so
With scorn or shame that him it nourished not;
If he sucked hers, I let him know
’Twas not a tear which he had got;
His drink was counterfeit as was his meat;
For eyes which roll towards all weep not, but sweat.

Whatever he would dictate, I writ that,
But burnt my letters. When she writ to me,
And that that favor made him fat,
I said, if any title be
Conveyed by this, ah, what doth it avail
To be the fortieth name in an entail?
Thus I reclaimed my buzzard love to fly
At what, and when, and how, and where I choose;
Now negligent of sport I lie,
And now as other falc’ners use,
I spring a mistress, swear, write, sigh, and weep;
And the game killed or lost, go talk, and sleep.

14. The extended metaphor of stanzas 1–4 compares love to
A. an unwilling dieter
B. an illness
C. an unruly child
D. a prisoner in jail
E. a lawyer

15. In line 2, the verb “had grown” would be written by a modern prose writer as
A. grew
B. has grown
C. would have grown
D. did grow
E. has been growing

16. The figure of speech used through stanzas 1–4 is an example of
A. simile
B. personification
C. irony
D. ambiquity
E. apostrophe
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17. In the last line of the second stanza, the speaker suggests that
A. the lady is deeply in love
B. only men, not women, sigh for love
C. the lady does not sigh for him
D. the sighs of the lady are more genuine than his
E. true love cannot feast on sighs

18. According to the second and third stanzas, the food and drink by which love grows are
A. faults and fortunes
B. scorn and shame
C. the heart and the eyes
D. sighs and tears
E. stealth and counterfeiting

19. The metaphor of lines 22–24 compares winning the lady’s favor with
A. finishing in the fortieth position in a race
B. being obligated to work for forty days
C. inheriting a fortune
D. waiting until middle age to be married
E. being placed very low on a long list

20. According to the poem, which of the following is not a potentially fattening food?
A. sighs
B. a man’s tears
C. a lady’s tears
D discretion
E. love letters

21. The word “Thus” which begins the last stanza of the poem refers to
A. “entail” (line 24)
B. lines 19 and 20
C. stanza 1
D. stanza 4
E. lines 1–24

22. In lines 27–28, the repeated “Now” . . . “now” would be phrased in modern English
A. sometimes . . . other times
B. now . . . then
C. both . . . and
D. if now . . . then
E. once . . . now

23. In the next-to-last line of the poem, the three verbs “sigh,” “weep,” and “write”  are used to
I. recall the events of stanzas 2, 3,  and 4
II. show how deeply the speaker now feels about love
III. recount the expected behavior of a lover
A. II only
B. I and II only
C. I and III only
D. II and III only
E. I, II, and III



3

24. In stanza 5, all the following words are part of the central metaphor EXCEPT
A. “fly” (line 25)
B. “negligent” (line 27)
C. “spring” (line 29)
D. “game” (line 30)
E. “killed” (line 30)

25. In the final stanza of the poem, the speaker
A. has changed and now accepts the possibility of a genuine love
B. is more respectful of women than he was at the beginning of the poem
C. has become pessimistic about the love of women
D. is self-congratulating, cynical, and content
E. is divided in his mind — wanting to believe in love but afraid of commitment

26. Which of the following best describes the logical organization of the poem?
A. Stanza 1 — stanzas 2, 3, 4 —stanza 5
B. Stanza 1 — stanzas 2, 3 —stanzas 4, 5
C. Stanzas 1, 2 — stanza 3 — stanzas 4, 5
D. Stanzas 1, 2, 3 — stanzas 4, 5
E. Stanza 1 — stanza 2 — stanzas 3, 4, 5

27. The poem draws its imagery from all the following EXCEPT
A. falconry
B. law
C. eating
D. drinking
E. music

28. Of the following words, which best suggest by their sound and length the qualities that they 
denote?
A. “cumbersome unwieldiness and burdenous corpulence” (lines 1–2)
B. “A she sigh” (line 10)
C. “that that favor made him fat” (line 21)
D. “the fortieth name in an entail” (line 24)
E. “buzzard love” (line 25)

29. The poem alludes to all the following conventional ideas about how a lover should behave 
EXCEPT
A. the lover is unable to sleep
B. the lover is melancholy and often weeps
C. the lover sits alone thinking about the loved one
D. the lover is so distracted by love that his clothes are disheveled
E. the lover writes tender love letters to the beloved
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The Legacy
When I died last (and, dear, I die
As often as from thee I go,
Though it be but an hour ago,
And lovers’ hours be full eternity)
I can remember yet that I
Something did say and something did bestow
(Though I be dead) which sent me I should be
Mine own executor and legacy.
I heard me say, “Tell her anon
That myself (that’s you, not I)
Did kill me, and when I felt me die,
I bid me send my heart when I was gone.”
But I, alas, could find there none
When I had ripped me and searched where hearts did lie.
It killed me again that I who still was true
In life, in my last will should cozen you.
Yet I found something like a heart,
But colors it, and corners had;
It was not good, it was not bad,
It was entire to none, and few had part.
As good as could be made by art
It seemed; and therefore, for our losses sad,
I meant to send this heart instead of mine,
But oh, no man could hold it, for ’twas thine.
line 7, sent me = brought it about
line 15, still = always
line 18, colors...had = was deceptive, was painted to deceive
line 18, corners...had = was flawed, was imperfect
line 20, entire to = possessed exclusively by

1. Which of the following most accurately describes the poem?
A. The poem is a dialogue between the speaker and his beloved.
B. The poem is the speaker’s will left behind after his death.
C. The poem presents the direct address of the speaker to his beloved.
D. The poem presents a speaker directly addressing a general reader.
E. The poem is a letter directed to the writer’s beloved.

2. In line 4, the phrase “lovers’ hours be full eternity” is saying that
A. time flies when you are in love
B. lovers are never on time
C. lovers are so happy that they think they are in heaven
D. the joys of love are everlasting
E. to lovers, an hour apart seems like forever

3. The word “executor” in line 8 can be best understood to mean
A. a chief officer or director
B. an heir designated in a will to inherit money or property
C. a funeral undertaker
D. a person responsible for carrying out the terms of a will
E. a hangman or executioner

4. In the first stanza, there are metaphors in all the following lines EXCEPT
A. line 1
B. line 3
C. line 4
D. line 7
E. line 8
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5. In stanza two, the phrase “myself (that’s you, not I)” can be best explained by the fact that
A. lovers were said to exchange hearts
B. love has so confused the speaker that he cannot distinguish one person from another
C. a man who is in love is not himself
D. “that” refers to “her,” not to “myself”
E. the parenthesis is not to be understood as part of this sentence

6. In line 15, the speaker’s second death  (“it killed me again”) is caused by
A. his ripping open his chest in search of a heart
B. his failure to keep his word to his beloved
C. his separation from his loved one
D. his fear of her being unfaithful to him
E. his wish to make the loved one feel Guilty

7. In line 16, the word “cozen” can be best defined as
A. to intimidate
B. to disinherit
C. to be related to
D. to cheat
E. to care for

8. The idea in stanza one, line 8, of the speaker becoming “his own legacy” is explained in 
stanza 2 in
A. line 9
B. line 12
C. line 13
D. line 14
E. line 16
9. In line 18, the phrase “corners had” is used to mean “was flawed” or “was imperfect” 
because:
I. the circle, not the square, was considered to be the perfect form.
II. it is difficult to see around corners.
III. four is thought to be a lucky number.
A. I only
B. II only
C. III only
D. I and II only
E. I, II, and III

10. The idea of “it was entire to none”  (line 20) is repeated in
A. the second part of line 20 (“and few had part”)
B. line 21 (“as good as could be made by art”)
C. line 22 (“for our losses sad”)
D. line 23 (“this heart instead of mine”)
E. line 24 (“no man could hold it”)

11. Unlike the first and second stanzas, the third stanza
A. relies heavily on figurative language
B. uses odd word order in order to make the lines rhyme
C. is critical of the lover
D. uses both the first and third person pronouns
E. expresses the speaker’s continued love for the lady
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12. On which of the following characteristics of the lady does the poem focus?
A. her beauty
B. her sincerity
C. her fickleness
D. her vanity about her beauty
E. her concern with appearances

13.Which of the following best describes the purpose of the poem as a whole?
A. to express the speaker’s love
B. to condemn the loved one’s faithlessness
C. to come to terms with the imminence of separation
D. to stress the importance of mutuality in love
E. to lament the brevity of life and love


