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Introduction 

The aim of this paper is to demonstrate that in China, a developing nation, the media’s 

role in environmental protection is that of a key socialization agent.  This implies that 

people’s actions and attitudes toward environmental protection are largely shaped and 

influenced by media content.  Specifically, socialization refers to the ongoing process by 

which people learn attitudes, values, and behaviors consistent with their social setting.  

Here, an agent of socialization refers to an entity or structured context, which formally or 

informally provides information or instruction regarding appropriate social behavior.  

In a developed society, the media is considered among a person’s chief socialization 

agents.  This role is largely determined by the extensive penetration of the media into 

daily life.  As content varies with producer, media influence is further determined by the 

entity controlling a given media outlet. 

This research is based on a brief ethnographic study conducted over five weeks in order 

to provide a general understanding of the setting in which the Chinese media operate. The 

goal of an ethnographic study is to identify routine practices, problems and possibilities 

for development within a given context. 

In addition to cultural observation, information was gathered through review of 

previous scholarly research, government documents and publications, interviews, and 

rural household surveys.  Previous scholarly research includes journal articles and related 

publications exploring the evolution of the Chinese media.  Government documents were 

accessed online and via the Chinese Center for Agricultural Policy (CCAP) library.  

Interviews refer to formal and informal conversations with Chinese scholars, students and 

common citizens. 
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Finally, approximately thirty rural household surveys were conducted in Sichuan 

Province in which a Chinese translator assisted student researchers.  The household head 

was asked a series of open and closed ended questions.  Often a local government official 

was present at the time of the survey.  While not statistically significant, this survey 

offers anecdotal evidence of some current trends in terms of the media’s influence on 

environmental protection in China. 

Context 

Despite widespread use of the terms “developed” and “developing” nation, it is 

somewhat difficult to attach an exact definition to the former.  Though the World Trade 

Organize (WTO) does not have a working definition for this term, the World Bank uses 

the word “developing” to delineate “low- and middle-income countries in which most 

people have a lower standard of living with access to fewer goods and services than do 

most people in high-income countries.”   In the midst of economic boom and potential 

environmental bust, China is perhaps the most widely discussed so-called developing 

nation.  With membership in the WTO and approval of the Kyoto Protocol, China has 

taken a stance meriting international accountability.   One implication of this position is 

greater international scrutiny of the relationship between China’s heating economy and 

the state’s environmental condition.   

Acknowledging its contribution to the global environment and the country’s own 

sustainability, China has adapted its political agenda to include environmental priorities 

in recent years.  It is in this atmosphere that China has granted its journalists a certain 

leeway in reporting.  Despite the persistence of a communist regime, environmental 

journalism has benefited from an atmosphere of guarded liberalization.  The present trend 
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is not unique in the history of the Chinese media; but it is exceptional in the extent of 

freedom granted to a single type of reporting.  The history of the Chinese media has, in 

fact, undulated between strict control by the Communist Party and relative freedom in 

reporting. 

In this examination of the role of the media in environmental protection,  the media is 

evaluated as a prominent entity that socializes the general public to include 

environmental understanding and consideration into their value systems.  When evaluated 

as an instrument to manipulate public opinion and overall belief systems, the effects of 

media socialization vary in relation to the entity controlling the information source. The 

word media references agencies of mass communication intended as sources of public 

information, primarily news outlets.  

Variables 

In developing nations, avenues of media access and exposure are not as prolific as in 

other developed societies due to income levels and resource limitations.  The increasing 

availability of relevant technology and extent of modernization in China, however, assist 

the spread of ideas through facilitating access and exposure to these ideas.  Access and 

exposure to media sources can be assessed by examining availability. 

According to the National Statistics Bureau, by 2002 the broadcast covering rate of 

national population was 93.3%, while the TV covering rate of the national population 

was 94.6%.   In urban areas, there were approximately 126.38 TVs per 100 households.  

Notably, this figure suggests increased levels of media penetration as it indicates 1+ TVs 

in some homes.  Rural households were found to have 60.45 TVs per 100 households 

(China Statistical Yearbook, 2002).  By comparison with our rural household survey 
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results, this figure may be slightly outdated as each household interviewed had a least one 

television. 

For print media, access and exposure to media sources are further affected by an 

individual’s ability to comprehend the information.  Literacy rates offer an indication of 

the capacity of an individual to comprehend information.  China’s most recent census 

results indicate that approximately 90% of the national population is literate, with a 91% 

literacy rate in Sichuan province (China Statistical Yearbook 2002; Sichuan Statistical 

Yearbook 2002).   Our household survey results roughly corroborate this estimate. 

The penetration of the media into Chinese daily life suggests high levels of exposure to 

the ideas conveyed by these sources.  As such, the prevalence of information sources and 

the frequency of their use qualify the media as a socialization agent.     

In addition to the aforementioned indicators, it is relevant to look at who is controlling 

various media outlets.  In this research, an overview of the history of the Chinese media 

offers a macro-level understanding of media control by the central government.  

Subsequently, meso- and micro-level analyses will consider the effects of media 

influence when controlled by non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and local 

governments, respectively. 

Macro-Level Evaluation: Historical Trajectory 

By examining the history of the media in China, it is possible to illustrate the central 

government’s traditional use of the media to affect cultural norms through campaigns. 

The party has long employed the media as a means of manipulating the masses.  In this 

respect, the role of the Chinese media has traditionally been heralded as the mouthpiece 

for the Communist Party.   In strategic terms, this body can be seen as a political tool for 
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disseminating party ideology.    With the intention of socializing the public to party 

mentality, aggressive propaganda campaigns combined with isolation, torture or the 

threat of torture, and uncertainty concerning the future produced behavior compliance in 

an environment of implicit coercion (Hadden, 2001).  Though history shows control has 

occasionally relaxed, the motif of government control has been reasserted when freedom 

in reporting gave way to activism. 

Maintaining the façade of the Maoist regime required strict use of the media for 

propaganda.  In order to maintain an appearance of unanimity throughout his created 

social order, Chairman Mao used the media to bombard the public with information 

supportive of government’s version of reality.  During the Cultural Revolution, the party 

saw the use of education as an instrument of class struggle.  In order to maintain the 

status quo, party ideology was blended with news and channeled through official media 

outlets.  The result was a thought reform, which indoctrinated the public to behave 

according to official dictum (Kalathil, 2002). 

This tendency is exemplified by the Hundred Flowers Movement.  As a part of the 

ongoing effort to encourage intellectuals to participate in the regime, a new climate of 

political openness was promoted under the banner, “Let a hundred flowers bloom, let the 

hundred schools of thought contend.”  However, when such openness appeared a threat to 

the central government, an anti-rightest campaign was launched to counter the intellectual 

atmosphere (Robbins and Wu, 2000)  

Gradually, the role of the media began to change with the economic reforms of Deng 

Xiaoping in the 1970s.  Following the Open Door Policy of 1977, both education and the 

media gained more favorable statuses from the official perspective.  As education shifted 
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from its consideration as an avenue to promote class struggle to a tool serving political, 

economic and social functions, the role of the media, too, had new implications.  As a 

vehicle for the spread of knowledge, the relationship between the media and education 

implied the use of the former as instrument of economic development and social 

modernization (Mingyuan). 

Accordingly, the 1980s is sometimes referred to as a period of openness in the history 

of the Chinese media.  This mood was stifled following Tiananmen Square, an ordeal in 

which journalistic involvement portending to political activism is widely noted.  

Consequently, media coverage retreated from controversial subject matter (Kalathil, 

2002). 

A whole “Nu” Media? 

Since the liberalization of environmental journalism, the green media has often 

been touted as a sort of environmental hero- investigating and exposing 

environmental wrongdoing throughout China.  Halting the Nu River Dam project 

is among the successes of this resume. 

The last free-flowing river in Asia, the Nujiang or Nu River is believed to harbor 

over half of China’s animal species and more than 6,000 different plant species.  

Original development plans for this still-pristine area included the construction 

of thirteen large hydropower projects along the river jeopardizing both local 

population and environment.  Construction on the first dam at the city of Liuku 

had been scheduled to begin this year when Prime Minister Wen Jiabao 

suspended plans for the dam project. 

In his suspension of the project, Wen cited the arousal of a high level of concern 
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in society and opposition from the environmentalists.  Concerned over the social 

and environmental implications of a massive dam project, the scientific and NGO 

communities had raised their voices to attract the attention of environmental 

journalists.  Working in concert, the media made the dissonance heard, alerting 

both the government and the public of the potential hazards of such an 

undertaking. 

Subsequently, a consortium of international groups spoke out against the plan 

and wrote a formal letter of opposition to President Hu Jintao of China (“IRN’s 

China Campaigns,” 2004).  

In contrast, the central government has worked diligently to silence opposition to 

another dam project threatening China on a greater scale.  The Three Gorges 

Dam Project along the Yangtze River will create the largest hydroelectric dam in 

the world. 

Prior to the events at Tiananmen Square, strong citizen opposition to the dam 

successfully urged the NPC to stall the project.  Dai Qing, a journalist for 

Communist Party-operated Guangming Daily, worked outside of government 

channels amassing articles and interviews which undermined the feasibility of 

the dam project.  But in 1989 the project was resumed with the understanding 

that adverse domestic media reporting on the Three Gorges Dam was forbidden. 

Dai Qing was arrested (“The Media and the Three Gorges Dam”). 

Though the Three Gorges Dam Project has not been absent from the news, 

critical news pieces concerning the project are only found outside of China.  Any 

reporting on the subject has been cautious with the government turning to the 
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scientific community to investigate relevant issues (Hengsong, 2004). 

Despite directives from the center encouraging environmental reporting, stories 

are implicitly limited to material that is not critical of the central government 

authority. 

 

The property rights reforms of the following decade were not without effect on the 

media.  These reforms granted companies the rights to income and managers the rights to 

control though privatization of the media did not occur. Both media and 

telecommunications companies remain state-owned (Tsui, 2002).   

Nonetheless, these reforms signified changes in funding leading to both changes in 

control and content.  In the past, state media outlets received large government subsidies 

to support production.  However, these subsidies no longer fund most media outlets, and 

as a result they must find financial backing through commercial advertising.  In the 

absence of government funding, news content no longer caters solely to an official 

audience but must, instead, appeal to commercial sponsors.  Consequently, programming 

must attract an audience and therefore advertising whereas previously extra-

governmental support was unnecessary (Lee, 2002). 

Of all media outlets, Chinese newspapers have been particularly affected by the loss of 

government subsidies, and have been especially active at gaining readership through 

engaging in investigative reporting and muckraking.  While the government does issue 

directives defining what can and cannot be published, it does not prevent, and in fact 

actively encourages state media outlets to compete with each other for viewers and 

commercial advertising.  Increased competition can bolster the quality of reporting 

among news agencies as it becomes incentive for journalists to add depth to their 
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reporting in order to outstrip competing publications.  Competition among media farther 

from the center has led local media organizations to stretch the boundries of acceptable 

coverage (Kalathil, 2002). 

Currently, the media is witnessing another wave of relative freedom in one sector in 

particular: environmental reporting.  In the last decade, this burgeoning branch of the 

news media was sanctioned by the central government which enlisted television, print 

news, radio broadcast, and the Internet to help promote a green ethic and raise green 

consciousness (Hildebrandt and Turner, 2003). 

Beginning in 1992 at United Nations Conference on Environment and Development 

(UNCED) in Rio de Janeiro, the Chinese central government adopted Agenda 21.  In 

doing so, China was agreeing to take an active stance in its own environmental 

conservation and restoration.  As a part of the implementation process, a media program 

was instituted (Yuxianga, 2003). 

In the following year, the Committee on Environment and Resources Protection of the 

National People's Congress (NPC), the Propaganda Department of the Central Committee 

of the Chinese Communist Party, the Ministry of Radio and Television, and the National 

Environmental Protection Agency initiated a large-scale media campaign to raise public 

awareness of environmental issues.  Under the “Environmental Watch” campaign, the 

media became responsible for informing and educating China’s massive population on 

the nation’s environmental problems as well as the role of the individual in minimizing 

these problems.  This campaign aimed to incorporate environmental stewardship into 

individual’s value systems (Yuxianga, 2003).  
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Environmental reporting is not, however, a recent innovation in Chinese journalism.  

The internal media, a circulation of publications exclusively for government review, has 

produced environmental publications for nearly twenty years (“Role of the ‘Internal’ 

Media).  China Green Times, a publication of the state’s Forestry Administration, and 

China Environment News, a publication of the State Environmental Protection Agency 

(SEPA), have been in print since the latter half of the 1980s.  Today these periodicals are 

produced for public consumption.  Because information provided through the internal 

media is strictly for government use, writing for this circulation is generally considered to 

be the most comprehensive and truthful demonstrating minimal bias. 

Through the internal media, the journalists themselves wield control over the content of 

their reporting as they assume responsibility for educating the government.  Such reports 

may affect policy-making though, given the classified nature of the information reported, 

specific influence is difficult to determine.   

Inspired by the “Environmental Watch” campaign, the NPC's Committee on 

Environmental and Resource Protection inaugurated a subsequent campaign in 1998.  In 

addition to raising public awareness, this campaign focused on the implementation of 

local laws.  Through this campaign, 150 journalists from China Central Television 

(CCTV) and 20 other media outlets conducted local investigations to direct the attention 

of local and national governments to specific environmental laws (Yuxianga, 2003). 

Despite a climate of moderate freedom in reporting, continued means of central control 

persist.  The Chinese National Media, located directly in Beijing, remain under the 

direction of the Central government.  CCTV, Xinhua News Agency, and The People’s 

Daily are the country’s primary media organizations and their location puts them at the 
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discretion of the central government.  Their reporting is directed accordingly (Jianqiang, 

2001).   

As with any type of reporting, coverage of politically sensitive issues that relate to the 

environment is both implicitly and explicitly discouraged.  The General Administration 

of Press and Publication is in charge of censoring the contents of newspaper and 

magazine, publication of newspaper and magazine, book publication, electronic 

publication (such as CD or VCD), internet management and copyright management.  One 

department under the General Administration, known as The Newspaper and Magazine 

Publication Administration, is responsible for censorship of these media.  The State 

Administration of Radio, Film, and Television is responsible for censoring the contents of 

Movies as well as TV and radio programs.  The Communist Party Propaganda 

Department also controls the flow and publication of politically sensitive material.  But to 

a large extent, self-censorship is the primary means by which sensitive subject matter 

remains out of print (Lin, 2002).  Reporters, in particular, and Chinese citizenry in 

general, have been socialized to abstain from criticizing the government.   

The traditional means of media control, however, have proven less effective against 

newer forms of communication, such as the internet.  News stories may be posted on the 

internet before print news can publish them.  Often, internet news outlets take advantage 

of the lack of specific regulation governing this type of reporting in publishing senstive 

topics.  Such articles are posted on a newspaper website, and later taken down in 

compliance with government orders. By the time the article is removed, it will have 

already been read by at least some visitors to the site counteracting the censorship order 

(“Internet in China,” 2004). 
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Beyond its internal influence, the press is generally viewed as having changed the 

public’s perceptions of the environment.  The sheer amount of news attention given to the 

environment in the past decade draws a heightened public awareness of the 

environmental condition. The government relies on the media to increase public 

participation and personal responsibility of environmental protection. (Robbins and Wu, 

2000)  As indicated by the nature of the 1998 campaign, the national media also play a 

role of policy monitor by informing the government of lax enforcement of environmental 

law (Yuxianga, 2003).   

Micro-Level Evaluation: NGOs, Local Media, and Rural China 

Use of the media to influence belief systems is not unique to the central government.  

Likewise, NGOs and journalists themselves effect environmental protection using 

publicity campaigns and developing relationships with media organizations as a means of 

raising environmental awareness among the public. 

Most green groups focus on environmental education.  Out of necessity, NGOs must 

work through accepted channels of environmental activism in China.  While protests may 

be an accepted form of resistance in the United States, China’s political atmosphere 

would not tolerate this type of activism.  Accordingly, NGO environmental activism is 

relegated to the traditional use of mass campaigns and model emulation (Sayers, 2002). 

The task of getting this information to the masses is best accomplished through use of the 

mass media (Turner,2004). 

Hu Kanping, editor of China Green Times, notes the reciprocity between environmental 

NGOs and the news media in China.  NGOs use the media in raising public awareness of 

pertinent environmental ills, while the news media can use NGOs a source of information 
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for reporting on environmental issues.  Environmental journalists are also commonly 

active in at least one NGO.  Kanping himself professes membership to two environmental 

NGOs.  Since NGOs generally purport some amount of expertise regarding their 

particular cause, they become an invaluable store of background information for 

environmental reporting (Kanping, 2001). 

A rift occurs in the transition from the role of the media at the macro level, nationally, 

to the role of the media on the micro level, locally.  Environmental reporting from 

national media functions as the central government’s watchdog exposing shortcomings in 

the implementation of laws related to the environment at the local level (Wiest, 2001).  

Clearly, local governments have a vested interest in maintaining face before their national 

superiors so as not to suffer the repercussions of such failure.  In dealing with national 

media, local governments will attempt to direct journalists away from any questionable 

activities.   

Also strongly related is the fact that environmental protection often comes at the cost of 

economic progress.  Obliged to enforce environmental laws, local governments may find 

that they are sacrificing environment for income.  As this sacrifice tends to bring 

immediate economic benefits to poor villagers, environmental repercussions are 

overlooked (Jianqiang, 2001). 

Accordingly, national journalists visiting local areas are guided to successful local 

projects and given warm receptions.  If the local governments are successful in directing 

the reporting of national media then the local government is able to use this media as a 

tool of shaping the government’s perception of environmental protection in that area 

(Jianqiang, 2001). 
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While national media play the investigative role, local media organizations are in line 

with the traditional conception of the media as the government’s cheerleader.  Both the 

chief editors of media organizations as well as the directors of the local environmental 

protection bureau are appointed by the mayor (Jianqiang, 2001).  For environmental 

reporters on the local level, exposing environmental shortfalls reflects negatively on the 

local government for lack of enforcement and care for the environment.  Often, local 

media outlets are aware of local environmental problems, however reporting on such 

problems is a threat to job security.   

While potentially indirectly critical, this sort of negative coverage could result in the 

firing of the reporter who wrote the article or the editor that allowed its publication.  As a 

result, hard-hitting investigative reporting of local environmental issues is rare.  Instead, 

reporters are commissioned to detail progress, even when inflated, and generally engage 

in stories that portray the government favorably.  

Shandong and Tianquan: Chinese Mafia 

Attempting to conduct field research in Shandong Province, our group of student 

researchers was met by several smiling local government officials and one 

cameraman.  While it was difficult to ascertain the specific nature of the media’s 

involvement in our interaction with the local government, it was later understood 

that this media presence was an attempt to showcase favorable relations between 

the local Chinese government and the American students.   

The man with the camera accompanied the officials to various locations 

recording their explanations of successfully implemented agricultural projects 
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and of the benefits these projects have had in the community. Panning the crowd 

of attentive students and officials, the background was peppered with shots of 

“happy” workers toiling in the fields. 

When a few of us students ventured to gain the workers’ opinions of these 

government implemented projects, we were quickly intercepted and led back 

toward the acceptable path of the official tour.  Apparently, candid discussions 

with laborers were not government sanctioned, but the camera was turned off by 

that point.  

Several weeks later, in Tianquan County, the commissioner and a cameraman 

from Tianquan County Cable TV marched up a mountain to meet our research 

group at the rural home in which we were staying.  Hand shaking was filmed as 

well as segments of later presentations given by the commissioner and members 

of the local forestry bureau.  These presentations illustrated the successful 

implementation of the Slope Land Conversion Project. 

After the presentation series, I procured a Chinese translator to assist my 

interview with media representative.  He told me that his organization is 

primarily prompted to cover certain stories when contacted by various 

departments of the government.  Additionally, government permission is 

necessary before exposing a potentially controversial story, though coverage of 

environmental conservation efforts is encouraged. 

Finally, I asked the man to explain the type of reporting he is generally involved 

with.  After my translator conversed briefly with the media man, he turned to me 

and gave a concise version of the translation: ‘Their main job is to follow the 
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commissioner around and make sure he looks good.’ 

 

In rural China, the media can shape public action and serve as a source of information 

dissemination.  Because Television broadcasts can reach farmers in remote locations, the 

content of such programming can be informative for farming practices and influence 

them to change environmentally unsound and unprofitable practices.  In an interview 

with Harvard Asia Quarterly, Elizabeth Economy notes that the media, especially 

television, has become an integral part of environmental protection in China. “It serves 

not only to educate the public – there are television shows that explore issues such as US 

agricultural practices and the benefits of organic farming – but also to investigate 

environmental wrongdoing.”   

In Sijing County, where several villagers were forced to change their livelihoods after 

the introduction of the logging ban in 1998, the media supplied information for 

alternative sources of revenue.  Because of a farming program he watches on television, 

Gao Quiang, began to raise rabbits rather than log trees.  His decision to raise rabbits and 

understanding of how to do so was based on information received from this program. 

Similarly, another man from Liang Lu Township County was influenced by the 

information he received through the media.  Reading The Farmer’s Daily and watching 

news programs taught him scientific methods of raising livestock and introduced him to 

new crop varieties.  Two other farmers explained that they had learned of specific 

methods of fertilizer application for their crops from educational programming as well. 
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Though the above instances do not represent behavioral modifications based on 

knowledge that altering production activities would better the environment, they do 

exemplify the media’s role as an educator.  Here, the media’s role in environmental 

protection is indirect.  By giving farmers knowledge of sustainable methods for farming, 

the resultant change in behavior of the farmer contributes to environmental rehabilitation 

and future protection. 

Similarly, the media is a source of information for rural people of economic incentives 

for changing their farming or land-use practices.  The household head Yang Jun Fang of 

Zishi Township said that he received information from a news source that led him to 

change his production activities because it would increase his income. 

The fact that sustainable practices are not already a way of life for rural farmers is a 

matter of cultural norms (“Chinese Cultural Values…” 2004).  Although laws regarding 

land-use and mandating conservation are in place, rural people have not been socialized 

to abide by these types of regulations.  In fact, farming and agricultural practices may 

tend to be mystic and superstitious rather than based on scientific knowledge.   Chinese 

traditional attitudes toward nature, though respectful, are a mentality of separatism from 

nature.  This idea has been tacitly reinforced through the political regime since the 

Cultural Revolution in which chairman Mao advanced the understanding that man 

conquers nature (Robbins and Wu, 2000).   

This mentality continues into the present.  Public rather than private land ownership 

discourages farmers from developing a personal responsibility for the well-being of the 

land.  Public ownership implies governmental rather than individual responsibility to 

farmers and it is assumed that the government will manage any problems in this respect.  
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This belief does not necessarily hold true among the upcoming generation of educated 

people. 

Who’s Responsible? 

Land rights issues are a hot topic in China today.  Many academics posit that 

giving land rights to farmers would benefit both the individuals and the 

environment.  Personal ownership would cause farmers to develop an attachment 

to the land and feel personal responsibility for maintaining the health of the land. 

A discussion with a group of students at Zheijiang Forestry University in Lin An, 

a small town outside of Hangzhou, shows a discrepancy among conceptions of 

who ought to take environmental responsibility.  Using their English names, 

Chinese students Step, Justin, and Sue described to me that both people and the 

government share the responsibility of environmental protection. 

“It’s everyone’s responsibility,” Justin said.  “But the people will actually take 

responsibility if the government leads them to it.”  This observation recognizes 

the traditional leadership role of the government and the dependence of the 

common people on this entity for guidance. 

While these students identified environmental problems both locally and 

globally, a survey conducted by the World Wildlife Federation (WWF) through 

Ogilvy found that this same age group in Beijing had similar awareness but less 

regard for personal responsibility.  The results of the Ogilvy survey found that 

students were indifferent to environmental problems outside of the city because 

it would not directly affect them.     
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Several problems hinder implementation of environmental laws on the local level 

causing local governments to work counter to national policy.  In the interest of both the 

local economy and the subsistence of local farmers, local governments tend to emphasize 

economic progress and development over environmental protection.  Likewise, local 

people are more interested in providing for their families than protecting the land 

(Robbins and Wu, 2000).  Only when they can understand a connection between these 

two ideas will they work to protect the environment.  Often, rural people are uninformed 

and uneducated, but the media can have a large effect on this.  

Accordingly the media becomes the primary socialization agent which influences 

public decision making to benefit the environment; the media is changing value systems.  

By altering belief systems, the media influences the public to hold the government 

accountable by using moral and ethical standards. 

Concluding Remarks 

Though the Communist Party is the primary owner and operator of the media, control 

of this instrument is not limited to the government.  In the area of environmental 

journalism, relative liberalization has opened the door for manipulation by non-

governmental groups.  Nationally, both government and non-governmental entities have 

successfully enacted mass campaigns to inform the public on environmental issues 

thereby raising awareness and altering value systems and social norms to include these 

new understandings.  Closest to the center, the effects of these educating campaigns are 

most evident. 

Through its roles as an educator and indoctrinator of ideology, the media socializes the 

general public to internalize environmental responsibility in order to encourage a 
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collective green consciousness.  Limitations exist regarding the media’s ability to fulfill 

the duties associated with these roles.  Nationally, the influence of the media in the state’s 

environmental protection is limited by the political sensitivity of the subject matter.  

Locally, media influence is limited by the drive for economic progress.  People are most 

likely to alter their views when presented information consistent with their own value 

predispositions.  The conflict that arises from competing environmental and economic 

interests places further limitations on the extent to which a society can be further 

socialized in one of these respects. 

Additionally, functioning institutions are not sustainable without a good support 

structure.  While technological obstacles may be easily overcome with sufficient funding, 

infrastructural problems undermine institutions.  For the media, there is a functioning 

structure and context which sanctions green-journalistic activity and bears the potential to 

enhance the quality of reporting.  However, environmental journalists away from the 

center are not equally trained, nor often as knowledgeable.  Though environmental 

reporting is sanctioned from the center, the effects and relative freedoms of official 

decree do not trickle down to local level reporting.   
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