
  

 
ولكننا حملنا تاریخن ا معن ا نص ونھ ونكن زه .. سرق العدو جغرافیتنا، أخذھا منا وعلق علیھا یافطات عبریة

وسنبقى صامدین صابرین محاربین إلى أن یلتئم شمل جغرافیتنا م ع . في المنفى ونورثھ من جیل إلى جیل
   دكتور سلیمان أبو ستةال .تاریخنا في مكان واحد على أرض فلسطین

The enemy stole our geography and replaced the names of our towns 
and villages by Hebraic names but we held our history and kept it in our 
hearts and treasured it in our exile to be inherited to our generations 
successively. To reunify our geography with our history in our country, 
we will remain steadfast, patient and freedom fighters.      
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An outlook on El Nakbah ( catastrophe) and its effect on the 
Palestinian Refugees: 

 
ننظرة على النكبة و تأثیرھا على الالجئین الفلسطینیی  

 ملخص الدراسة
 

تقدم ھذه الدراسة مسحاً تاریخیاً للقضیة الفلسطینیة وتركز على النكبة وتأثیرھا على الالجئین 
الذین طردوا من مدنھم وقراھم على ید عصابات الكیان الصھیوني من خالل  نالفلسطینیی

، كما )عام النكبة( 1948كبر في التاریخ، كل ذلك كان في حرب عملیة تطھیر عرقي كانت األ
ویركز ھذا البحث علي مفھوم حق العودة للفلسطینیین ویقدم خطة لتطبیق قرار األمم المتحدة 

الخاص بحق العودة، كما وتشیر ھذه الدراسة إلى موقف قوى المقاومة الفلسطینیة ) 194(
صوص المقاومة بشكل عام وحق العودة بشكل وعلى رأسھا حماس والجھاد اإلسالمي بخ

ت بخصوص إمكانیة تحقیق حق عودة الالجئین ایصخاص وتنتھي الدراسة بوضع عدد من التو
.   الفلسطینیین إلي بالدھم التي طردوا منھا ظلماً وعدواناً   

 
Abstract 

 This study introduces a historical survey for the Palestinian issue and 
focuses on the Nakba  ( catastrophe) and its effect upon the Palestinian 
refugees. Those refugees who were dismissed from their home towns and 
villages in the biggest process of ethnic cleansing ever happened 
worldwide. This totally happened during the war of 1948 (year of Al 
nakba) by the Zionist entity forces. 
The paper also highlights the notion of Palestinian refugees right of return 
and introduces an account for the possibility of implementing the UN 
resolution No. 194. The study also highlights the attitude of the 
Palestinian resistance factions including Hamas and  Islamic Jehad 
towards resistance in general and the notion of Palestinian refugees right 
of return in particular. Finally, this study involves recommendations for 
guaranteeing the achievement of the Palestinian refugees right of return   
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Introduction 
This study introduces a historical survey for the Palestinian issue and 
focuses on the Nakba  ( catastrophe) and its consequences upon the 
Palestinian refugees. Those refugees who were dismissed from their 
Palestinian towns and villages in the biggest process of ethnic cleansing 
ever happened worldwide. This totally happened during the war of 1948 
(year of Al nakba) by the Zionist entity forces. 
The paper also highlights the attitude of the Palestinian resistance factions 
including Hamas and  Islamic Jehad towards resistance in general and the 
notion of Palestinian refugees right of return in particular. It also 
introduces an account for the possibility of implementing the UN 
resolution No. 194.  
To demonstrate the point effectively the paper starts with introducing 
  a historical survey of the problem, then it focuses on the status of 
Palestinian refugees and their right of return which is accredited by the 
international legitimacy represented by the UNs which issued resolution 
No. 194. Finally, this study involves recommendation for guaranteeing 
the achievement of the Palestinian refugees right of return. 
 
Historical survey:  
After the Zionist Movement declared the establishment of  the so called 
'Israel' on the Palestinian land at 15\5\1948, the official Arab regimes 
which were under political pressure erupted for saving Palestine and its 
people from the danger of the Zionist Movement and for restoring it to its 
original owners (the Palestinians). As a result, the Arab troops headed 
towards the land of Palestine. Although the troops and the volunteers 
showed extreme courage, El Nakba (the day of the Palestinian 
catastrophe) happened and the Arab troops were conquered. Then, the 
Zionist troops began to control the Palestinian cities and villages and 
dismiss their dwellers. Then they proclaimed their Zionist state on these 
occupied territories.  
To accelerate the process of establishing Israel, the Zionist movement and 
its military troops committed many massacres. The bloodiest was Deer 
Yaseen massacre, where many Palestinians fell dead or wounded. This 
massacre was committed by the Zionists to terrorize  the Palestinians and  
force them to leave their homes. Therefore they moved temporarily to 
more secure areas (five kilometers far from their home towns and village 
hoping to return back to their homes soon after defeating the attacking 
Jewish troops).   
 Ninety five percent  of the Palestinian refugees stayed away just 5 
kilometers from the Palestinian borders waiting for the moment to return. 
But this moment has  not come up till now in spite of the UN resolution 
194 which ensures the right of the Palestinian refugees to return to their 
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hometowns and villages they were evacuated from, and their right to be 
compensated for the losses (including rebuilding their destroyed homes 
and other belongings)      
According to the most accurate statistics, the number of the Palestinian 
refugees –forced to leave their land- reached 804767 refugees. The 
Palestinian refugees sheltered in places very near to their original homes 
either inside Palestine or outside in the Arab countries. Sixty five percent 
of them were forced to move to live inside Palestine either in the Gaza 
Strip or in the West Bank, which represent 22% of the area of mandate 
Palestine. 
Consequently, the population in the West Bank jumped from 70,000 to  
270,000 in the Gaza strip. In addition, 35% of the refugees took shelters 
in the neighboring Arab countries like Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, and Egypt. 
Whereas, few number of them were expatriated to Iraq with the Iraqi 
troops fought on the Palestinian lands. The rest of them who were very 
few stayed inside Palestine. The rest of the Palestinian refugees scattered 
in the land of Diaspora  all over the world.    
A lot of refugees live in the Palestinian camps inside and outside 
Palestine. These camps are spread as follows: 
 - Eight camps are in the Gaza Strip, ten camps are in Jordan, twelve are 
in Lebanon, ten are in Syria and 19 in the West Bank. Jordan is one of the 
biggest countries which host Palestinian refugees. These are totaling 
1,500,000. In 2006, the census apparatus showed that the refugees living 
inside Palestine are rating 44% out of the Palestinian population. 
Nineteen percent 0f them live in the West Bank and 25% live in the Gaza 
Strip. 
 
The role of the UNRWA in caring Palestinian refugees: 
To reduce the burden on the countries hosting the refugees, the united 
nations established the ANRWA supported by the West. This agency 
started its work on May15th, 1950. 
The services of  the ANRWA are considered as an international 
commitment. Therefore the agency offered the Palestinian refugees all 
things needed for surviving. This includes housing, food, drinking and 
education. This will continue until solving the problem of the refugees 
according to the UN declaration No. 194 issued on December 11th, 1948.  
This confirms on the right of return to the Palestinian refugees who would 
like to return to their home towns and villages occupied in 1948 and live 
peacefully with their neighbors. Those who do not like to return must be 
compensated for their belongings according to the international law that 
meets with principles of justice. This declaration is binding to states and 
governments responsible. 
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A compromising committee was established for returning the Palestinian 
refugees to their land and rebuilding their homes and compensating them. 
However, nothing of these promises was achieved because Israel 
completely refused the return of the Palestinian refugees. The worst of 
this is that the Western countries mainly the US  tried to entice some of 
the Arab countries to adopt the projects of settling the Palestinian 
refugees on their territories as an attempt for forgetting  the right of 
return. The Palestinian people refused these projects completely and took 
to the streets in  massive demonstrations led to the retreat of the West and 
Arabs together from these projects. 
 
Life in the camps of refuge and its meaning: 
Despite the Israeli efforts to expel the Palestinian refugees from the 
refugee camps, the Palestinians insist on living in these camps in the Arab 
countries and even inside the Gaza Strip and the West Bank. This is due 
to the following reasons : 
 

1- The camp, as being a temporary stage,  represents a symbol of 
Palestinian refugees right of return. 

2- The legal, political and social restrictions imposed by the Arab 
countries hosting the refugees. These refugees are not allowed to 
get or live outside their camps, they are even banned from working 
in certain jobs, as in Lebanon; for example, the Palestinian 
refugees there are not allowed to work in more than 76 jobs  

3- The scarcity of facilities which could enable a lot of them to live in 
or even to travel outside the hosting countries. 

4- Maintaining the geographical bonds as well as the social and 
family relationships inside the camps. 

Still, living in the camp means that you will face a lot of difficulties such 
as the high density of population. This problem is due to the fact that the 
number of population in each camp is increasing, while the area of the 
camps is not. As a result, 80 thousand people live in one kilometer 
square, and this represents one of the highest percentages of population in 
the world.   
The population growth rate in these camps is very high, it is more than 
3.5%, particularly in the camps of the Gaza Strip and the West Bank. 
Therefore, the educational, social and health conditions are affected very 
badly. This increases the burdens and duties especially on the households 
with limited income and narrow shelter.  
 
Palestinian refugees' suffering in the camps: 
 These camps suffer from sever and continuous deterioration in the  
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health, environmental, and social aspects. This is represented in the lack 
of appropriate sewage systems, the unpaved roads, and the unavailability 
of hospitals. An example for that was the late skirmishes which occurred 
between the armed men and the Lebanese soldiers in Naher Elbard; there 
were no hospitals for  the wounded except some small clinics which 
weren't equipped or qualified to deal with such conditions. This 
corresponds to all camps inside or outside Palestine.  
Moreover, poverty and unemployment are spreading among the refugees 
due to  the unavailability of  industrial and trade companies, factories or 
projects which can provide work opportunities for hundreds of workers. 
Besides, the UNRWA has adopted a certain policy for many years. this is 
based on reducing the service provided to the refugees in all fields: food, 
education and health, and this deteriorated the situation completely.  
 
The war of 1967 and its consequences: 
The 1967 catastrophe added more numbers of Palestinian refugees for the 
original numbers of refugees residing in the neighboring Arab counties, 
particularly Jordan. Additionally, the Israeli government procedures  
(policies) caused many Palestinians to refuge inside the occupied 
Palestine, where it expelled many of Palestinians from their homes and 
villages to other different places. 
As a result of these procedures, the Palestinians especially the refugees 
have been suffering in all aspects of  life, particularly while traveling 
abroad, they are not welcomed in any Arab country and they find lots of 
difficulties that many of them are expelled from Arab airports which 
refuse to grant them entry visas.    
However, about two millions of Iraqi refugees have been welcomed by 
Syria and Jordan, after the American occupation of Iraq and the internal 
conflict.  Here we notice that 500 Palestinians are not welcomed at any 
place after they had been chased by Iraqi gunmen and militias in Baghdad 
and other Iraqi cities. The Jordanian Government restrained them in Al- 
Ruwashid border camp, then they were immigrated to Brazil, but those 
who sheltered in Al-houl and Al-walid camps in Syria are still trapped 
and suffer heavily in these border places. Although these Palestinian 
refugees spent more than 20 months there,  the Syrian government did not 
allow them to enter to Damascus camps.  
 
Palestinian refugees holy right of return 
   
    Since it was established, Israel tried to eradicate the land and people of 
Palestine in cooperation with Britain which was the most effective 
superpower at that time, (and America had not yet been of the same 
level). Therefore the superpower state practiced pressure on the Arab 
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governments and the Arab league to cancel any Palestinian military and 
political existence in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip areas, which were 
run by both; the Jordanian and Egyptian governments. Therefore, the 
Government of all Palestine, which was established in the Gaza Strip was 
terminated, and the rest of the Palestinian army that remained after the 
Catastrophe (Nakbah) was demobilized. 
The West Bank was formally joined to Jordan and the West Bank of the 
Jordan River was considered as a part of the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan. Thus, the political, social entity and the geographical area that 
was to be the core of the political Palestinian entity disappeared.  
When the 1967 War occurred, Israel occupied both the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank, thereby, it dominated all the Palestinian territories that were 
included in the map of Palestine during the British mandate. Yet, the 
connection between the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, under the Israeli 
control, revived the Palestinian identity again, and this was not expected 
by Israel. This happened after the establishment of Palestine Liberation 
Organization (PLO) in 1964. Wherein, the foundations of the Palestinian 
entity, that were founded by a political army and leadership succeeded. 
Following, guerrilla attacks occurred, they expanded and grew against the 
Israeli entity. These started from the Gaza Strip, later from Transjordan 
and the West Bank.  Karameh battle in 1968 played a role in rebuilding 
the confidence of the Palestinian human. This means that the Palestinian 
person is able to get his right sooner or later, if he determines.  
The result of this important awareness, whose influence spread in the  
inside and outside the Palestinian camps restored the hope that was lost 
for a long time. The hope of return to the homeland, that many people 
considered as a right that has not been achieved.  
Since the beginning of the Catastrophe (Nakbah), Israel tried hard to deny 
this right to the extent that it denied the existence of the whole Palestinian 
people. This was in 1968 when Golda Maier, the prime minister of the 
Israeli entity, was asked about the fate of the Palestinian people, she 
looked around herself as if she was looking for something, then she 
replied; " Where is the Palestinian people?"                 
The Palestinian resistance wanted  the Palestinian people to look for his 
legitimate rights mainly the right of return to the land and home. This 
idea spread widely and very quickly in the Palestinian refugees camps, 
and many research centers either in or outside the country, began to hold 
annual conferences targeting Palestinian ethnicities even in Europe and 
focusing on the Palestinian refugees right of return to their home country 
which they were dismissed from. 
Here, several charters of honor were written binding he who signs them 
not to drop the right of return under any circumstances and that it is a 
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personal right that cannot be lost or waived since it is a sacred right which 
must be implemented no matter how long it takes. 
Dr Solayman Abu Sitta, the Palestinian expert in the refugees study, 
states that the right of return can be achieved without real obstacles 
except the racial status of the Israeli enemy which completely rejects the 
Palestinians to return to their hometowns and villages they were 
evacuated from. 
One of the wonders of political culture is that the right of return itself 
became culture that is inherited from generation to generation. Therefore 
the new Palestinian generations consider this as a sacred right that no one 
can drop in anyway whatsoever.  
When some of Palestinian politicians spoke on behalf of the Palestinian 
refugees and tried to skip the right of return either in Switzerland, 
Jerusalem  or other places they faced so fierce replies from all Palestinian 
masses that they froze their attitude regarding this point. However the 
Israeli attitude claims that fulfilling the right of return for the Palestinian 
refugees is impossible, since this will make the so called Israel lose its 
Jewish nationality. Here, the Israelis are supported by the US which 
permanently backs the Israeli policies even if they contradict with its 
interests in the Arab and Islamic area. 
  
Possibility of implementing the UN resolution No. 194.  
 
Following Solyman Abu Sitta (2004), the possibility of Palestinian 
refugees  return to their land is practically possible. This can be achieved 
through seven stages. The first four stages are specified for the dwellers 
of villages and the last three for dwellers of towns and cities. Each stage 
does not exceed the return of half a million Palestinian refugees in order 
to facilitate the process.  
stage I and II are restricted for the refugees in Syria and Lebanon:  
 the Palestinian refugees dismissed from their home villages of   
"Tiberias, Safed, Nazareth and Haifa .." Will not find any problem to 
return to their places. However those who were evacuated from their 
villages in  Manara closs to  Tiberias and   Mansheya closs to Acre. These 
areas have been not dwelled  and are originally Arab land .  
Return to the southern areas of Palestine is much easier due to the lack of 
a large number of Jews settling in such area except Java.  
stage III and  IV: are specified for the Palestinian  refugees of the West 
Bank and Gaza. They can all return except for the basin area of Jerusalem 
and Tel Aviv.  
Stages V and VI and VII are for the refugees of cities:  
 the UN files and conferences showed that there are    about 20 cases 
which are similar to the Palestinian refugees case. People were dismissed 
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from their home towns and villages during wars such as the cases of the 
fighting in Bosnia, Cyprus and South Africa and Afghanistan. People of 
such countries recovered their land and returned to their homes and land 
they were dismissed from. The Palestinian case is much easier.  
This is due to the fact that it is supported with  documents and the 
international law.  
In the above mentioned cases the  Security Council intervened and sent  
military troops to implement the international law. This step was not 
follfilled in the Palestinian case due to the American intervention  which 
refused to implement this Act on the Palestinian case. Therefore the 
Palestinian Israeli conflict is still on.    
The Israeli occupation authorities destroyed the villages, but most of the 
houses in cities they had occupied  remained safe and Jewish settlers live 
currently in them there.  
In Dealing with the Bosnian issue the United Nations issued many 
international laws regarding the refugees and their possessions. For 
example the law which states that everyone who lives in a house that he 
doesnot own must leave it. However, he or she has the right to refund the 
costs of any rpairs he /she did in the house. The United Nations found 
solutions for all related matters even the case of anyone who bought the 
land from a person who did not own. 
As a result the return of the Palestinian refugees to their homes they were 
evacuated from is possible according to the international law which is 
completely blocked by   the Zionist racism   and its American support.  
 
Islamic movement and the refugees:    
It is worth mentioning that when the war of Lebanon occurred in 1982 the 
Palestinian resistance factions scattered in the Arab countries from 
Tunisia to Yemen. This led to the rise of new Islamic factions, in 
particular, Hamas and Islamic Jihad. Both movements  prove efficient 
and effective participation in resisting the occupation and serving the 
Palestinian Cause in different aspects of life.  Hamas earned the trust of 
people. This explains how  it achieved  a landslide victory in the second 
legislative elections held in January 25, 2006 which enabled the 
movement to form the Cabinet, thereafter. 
The entry of the Islamic resistance movement 'Hamas' in the political 
scene  is a major turning point in the Palestinian history. Since its 
inception, Hamas showed a strong commitment to the inalienable rights 
of Palestinian people  especially, “Right of Return” which is considered 
as a fundamental cornerstone of Palestinian Cause, The movement 
considered this right as one of  bases of the Palestinian issue.  Neither it 
nor the Palestinian land cannot be alienated. It also looked to Palestine as 
a land of Islamic endowment Waqf, which  cannot be waived in any way, 
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whether by individuals or institutions. This land is not the ownership of 
Palestinians alone but it is the ownership of the Arab and Islamic nations. 
The Arab and Islamic right in this land is derived from the existence of 
Islamic sanctities, mainly  Al-Aqsa mosque, the place of annexation of 
prophet Mohammed, peace and blessing of Allah be upon him, and the 
Church of Holy Sepulture. 
Thus, Hamas rejected any decision, stance, or policy that may jeopardize 
the rights of Palestinian people. It had a strong stance against the attempts 
of some Palestinian leaders to discard “The Right of Return” either in 
conferences or political initiatives. Hamas insists that the right of return 
to the homeland 'Palestine' is a fundamental right that cannot be avoided, 
ignored or compromised on, since it represents the core value of the 
Palestinian and Middle East Causes. 
Hamas considers Palestine as blessed and holy Wagf land, where it is not 
permissible to prevent its people from their rights for any reason 
whatsoever, therefore, it does not recognize any policy that violates its 
standpoint. 
According to Hamas, achieving the right of return necessitates sticking to 
this right and not alienating it and employing all the efforts of the society 
for defending this legitimate right and denouncing all attempts to ignore 
it. Incitement must be doubled for spreading this scientific concept and 
deepening it culturally, informationally and socially. This concept deeply 
harms Israel since it simply calls for liberating Palestine and restoring it 
by all means available.  
To this point, it is axiomatically known that the Palestinian people have 
weak means of power if compared to the Israelis who, with full support 
from the USA and other Western countries, threaten the security of the 
Arab, Islamic and all countries supporting peace, justice and freedom 
worldwide. Therefore the Islamic resistance movement Hamas always 
calls upon  the Arabs, Muslims and the free world to support the 
Palestinian people and its resistance physically and spiritually. This 
support along with the experience the Palestinian resistance has will work 
effectively in liberating Palestine and getting rid of the occupation. 
Finally, the Israeli enemy and the enemies of the Palestinian people   do  
their utmost efforts to weaken the Palestinian resistance. This has been 
seen very clearly after Hamas won the elections; they impost the current 
strict siege, assassinated leaders and destroyed the economy in order to 
weaken the Palestinian ability in resistance and force them accept all 
conditions of solution implied by the Israeli occupation and the 
Americans including rejecting the right of return for the Palestinian 
refugees, as president Bush referred to in his latest visit to the area.  
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Recommendations 
 
To solve the issue of the Palestinian refugees the following 
recommendations must be considered: 

1. the necessity of treating the Palestinian refugees in Places of 
Diaspora very gently and reducing barriers imposed on them.  

2. allowing the refugees to  practice political activities and 
constituting associations and organizations for the interest of 
achieving their right of return.  

3. encouraging the Palestinian refugees to stick to their national 
identity  and not to resolve in the hosting communities. This 
should be done gently so as not to compel them leave the 
neighboring place of refuge and immigrate to the Western 
countries like Canada, Australia and America.  

4. supporting the humanitarian and cultural establishments for 
relieving the refugees' economical and social suffering and 
reinforcing the concept of right of return.  

5. encouraging contacts between the refugees and expatriates 
outside and inside the occupied land (Palestine), by all means. 
This is to reinforce national unity and coordinate activities for 
publicizing the Palestinian issue internationally.       
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Appendix 

United Nations General Assembly Resolution 194 (III) 
11 December 1948 

The General Assembly, 
 
Having considered further the situation in Palestine, 
 
1. Expresses its deep appreciation of the progress achieved through the 
good offices of the late United Nations Mediator in promoting a peaceful 
adjustment of the future situation of Palestine, for which cause he 
sacrificed his life; and 
 
Extends its thanks to the Acting Mediator and his staff for their 
continued efforts and devotion to duty in Palestine; 
 
2. Establishes a Conciliation Commission consisting of three States 
Members of the United Nations which shall have the following 
functions: 
 
(a) To assume, in so far as it considers necessary in existing 
circumstances, the functions given to the United Nations Mediator on 
Palestine by resolution 182;(S-2) of the General Assembly of 14 May 
1948; 
 
(b) To carry out the specific functions and directives given to it by the 
present resolution and such additional functions and directives as may be 
given to it by the General Assembly or by the Security Council; 
 
(c) To undertake, upon the request of the Security Council, any of the 
functions now assigned to the United Nations Mediator on Palestine or to 
the United Nations Truce Commission by resolutions of the Security 
Council; upon such request to the Conciliation Commission by the 
Security Council with respect to all the remaining functions of the 
United Nations Mediator on Palestine under Security Council 
resolutions, the office of the Mediator shall be terminated; 
 
3. Decides that a Committee of the Assembly, consisting of China, 
France, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom 
and the United States of America, shall present, before the end of the 
first part of the present session of the General Assembly, for the approval 
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of the Assembly, a proposal concerning the names of the three States 
which will constitute the Conciliation Commission; 
 
4. Requests the Commission to begin its functions at once, with a view to 
the establishment of contact between the parties themselves and the 
Commission at the earliest possible date; 
 
5. Calls upon the Governments and authorities concerned to extend the 
scope of the negotiations provided for in the Security Council's 
resolution of 16 November 1948 and to seek agreement by negotiations 
conducted either with the Conciliation Commission or directly, with a 
view to the final settlement of all questions outstanding between them; 
 
6. Instructs the Conciliation Commission to take steps to assist the 
Governments and authorities concerned to achieve a final settlement of 
all questions outstanding between them; 
 
7. Resolves that the Holy Places - including Nazareth - religious 
buildings and sites in Palestine should be protected and free access to 
them assured, in accordance with existing rights and historical practice; 
that arrangements to this end should be under effective United Nations 
supervision; that the United Nations Conciliation Commission, in 
presenting to the fourth regular session of the General Assembly its 
detailed proposals for a permanent international régime for the territory 
of Jerusalem, should include recommendations concerning the Holy 
Places in that territory, that with regard to the Holy Places in the rest of 
Palestine the Commission should call upon the political authorities of the 
areas concerned to give appropriate formal guarantees as to the 
protection of the Holy Places and access to them, and that these 
undertakings should be presented to the General Assembly for approval; 
 
8. Resolves that, in view of its association with three world religions, the 
Jerusalem area, including the present municipality of Jerusalem plus the 
surrounding villages and towns, the most eastern of which shall be Abu 
Dis; the most southern, Bethlehem, the most western, Ein Karim 
(including also the built-up area of Motsa); and the most northern 
Shu'fat, should be accorded special and separate treatment from the rest 
of Palestine and should be placed under effective United Nations control; 
 
Requests the Security Council to take further steps to ensure the 
demilitarization of Jerusalem at the earliest possible date; 
 
Instructs the Commission to present to the fourth regular session of the 
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General Assembly detailed proposals for a permanent international 
régime for the Jerusalem area which will provide for the maximum local 
autonomy for distinctive groups consistent with the special international 
status of the Jerusalem area; 
 
The Conciliation Commission is authorized to appoint a United Nations 
representative, who shall co-operate with the local authorities with 
respect to the interim administration of the Jerusalem area; 
 
9. Resolves that, pending agreement on more detailed arrangements 
among the Governments and authorities concerned, the freest possible 
access to Jerusalem by road, rail or air should be accorded to all 
inhabitants of Palestine; 
 
Instructs the Conciliation Commission to report immediately to the 
Security Council, for appropriate action by that organ, any attempt by 
any party to impede such access; 
 
10. Instructs the Conciliation Commission to seek arrangements among 
the Governments and authorities concerned which will facilitate the 
economic development of the area, including arrangements for access to 
ports and airfields and the use of transportation and communication 
facilities; 
 
11. Resolves that the refugees wishing to return to their homes and live 
at peace with their neighbours should be permitted to do so at the earliest 
practicable date, and that compensation should be paid for the property 
of those choosing not to return and for loss of or damage to property 
which, under principles of international law or in equity, should be made 
good by the Governments or authorities responsible; 
 
Instructs the Conciliation Commission to facilitate the repatriation, 
resettlement and economic and social rehabilitation of the refugees and 
the payment of compensation, and to maintain close relations with the 
Director of the United Nations Relief for Palestine Refugees and, 
through him, with the appropriate organs and agencies of the United 
Nations; 
 
12. Authorizes the Conciliation Commission to appoint such subsidiary 
bodies and to employ such technical experts, acting under its authority, 
as it may find necessary for the effective discharge of its functions and 
responsibilities under the present resolution; 
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The Conciliation Commission will have its official headquarters at 
Jerusalem. The authorities responsible for maintaining order in 
Jerusalem will be responsible for taking all measures necessary to ensure 
the security of the Commission. The Secretary-General will provide a 
limited number of guards for the protection of the staff and premises of 
the Commission; 
 
13. Instructs the Conciliation Commission to render progress reports 
periodically to the Secretary-General for transmission to the Security 
Council and to the Members of the United Nations; 
 
14. Calls upon all Governments and authorities concerned to co-operate 
with the Conciliation Commission and to take all possible steps to assist 
in the implementation of the present resolution; 
 
15. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the necessary staff and 
facilities and to make appropriate arrangements to provide the necessary 
funds required in carrying out the terms of the present resolution. 
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