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 فعل الغرب ود رداغتیال الشیخ احمد یاسین و

یحتــوي هـــذا البحــث علـــى مســـح للطــرق التـــي تناولــت فیهـــا الـــدول الغربیــة وصـــحافتها خبـــر 
اغتیــال الشــیخ أحمــد یاســین الــزعیم الروحــي   لحركــة المقاومــة اإلســالمیة حمــاس حیــث عرضــت هــذه 

حركتـه الحقـد ضـد الشـیخ الشـهید و یحتـوي علـى الكثیـر ممـن ، الصحافة الخبر بأسـلوب إسـرائیلي بحـت
یـــة بصـــفة خاصـــة والشـــعب الفلســـطیني بصـــفة عامـــة وبعـــد تحلیـــل رؤ ) حركـــة ألمقاومـــه اإلســـالمیة(

قد قامت الدراسة بطرح تعقیب یحتوى علـى مجموعـة مـن التوصـیات  الصحافة وموقف الدول المذكورة
ا وأصـــحابها وكـــل بخصـــوص كیفیـــة عـــرض القضـــیة الفلســـطینیة للغـــرب بطریقـــة تخـــدم القضـــیة نفســـه

  .مؤیدوها

Sheikh Ahmed Yasin's assassination and 
The reaction of the West    

This topic includes a survey for the ways the western countries and their 
media tackled the news of assassinating Sheikh Ahmed Yasin the spiritual 
and political leader of the Islamic resistance movement Hamas. Such media 
demonstrate the news in an Israeli style. It includes high prejudice against 
the victim and his organization in particular and all the Palestinian people in 
general. After analyzing the attitudes and positions of these states the study 
introduces a commentary with some recommendations to be adopted for the 
benefit of the Palestinian cause and its supporters. 
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1. Introduction 

This paper describes the attitudes the western countries adopted towards 
assassinating Sheikh Ahmed Yasin, the spiritual and political leader of the 
Islamic resistance movement (Hamas). The ways their media tackled these 
news is highly symmetrical to the ways the Israeli media adopted, i.e. the 
way such news was demonstrated reflects much enmity and prejudice not 
only against Sheikh Yasin and his organization Hamas but also against all 
Palestinians and their supporters. The study ends with having some 
recommendations to follow when dealing with the West and the Western 
media. The paper starts with introducing a description of the autobiography 
of the martyr Sheikh Ahmed Yasin. (Section 2). It then introduces the 
reaction of the main Western countries, (Section 3), and ends with 
introducing some recommendations for marketing the Palestinian issue to 
the West efficiently, properly and effectively, (section 4). 

2. Ahmwd Yasin’s life and death 

2.1. Ahmed Yasin's life 

As clarified in the Guardian, BBC and many other sources Sheik Ahmed 
Yasin was born 1937 (other Western media reported it as 1938). He was 
born in Asqalan.(a fishing village bordering Almajdal to the west) He 
moved to Gaza and settled there as a refugee after the war of 1948 and 
worked as teacher, preacher, and community worker. At age 12, Yasin was 
paralyzed in a sporting accident and spent the rest of his life in a wheelchair. 
He was married and raised 11 children in a three-room shelter in Gaza City 
Sabra district. 

He joined the Muslim Brotherhood while studying at Cairo’s Al-Azhar 
University, department of English, and adopted the movement’s belief that 
the rule of Islam should be imposed everywhere. This is by teaching people 
the values of Islam effectively, then Islamizing the state by applying the 
jurisprudence  of Islam and after then establishing Khelafa on all Muslim 
held territories. After returning to Gaza, Yasin became actively involved in 
politics. He founded the Islamic compound (Amjjamma Alislamy)1 in Gaza 
in 1973, which soon controlled all religious institutions.   

At the time, this Islamic Organization dealt mostly with welfare. But the 
ideology of the Muslim Brotherhood fueled Yasin’s belief that the Israelis 
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occupied an Islamic land whose ownership was not negotiable. The sheikh 
gradually shifted from social and religious activity to clandestine activities 
against the Israeli rule in the West Bank and Gaza. "The Zionist occupation 
authority arrested Sheikh Yasin in 1984 and sentenced him to 13 years in 
jail for illegal possession of arms, and for the establishment of a military 
organization and his call for the annihilation of Israel. Sheikh Yasin 
acknowledged that he founded an organization of religious activists with the 
goal of fighting and carrying out "Jihad" operations against Israel2.  

The Western media claim that this organization was accused to have 
financial support from Islamic activists in Jordan to acquire large quantities 
of weapons. Yasin was imprisoned until May 1985, when he was released in 
a prisoner exchange deal between Israel and the Palestinian organization of 
Ahmed Jibril. (the popular front: the general leadership(PFGL). 

According to Sedan, "Yasin transformed his Islamic Organization into a 
new body called Hamas. An acronym for the Islamic Resistance Movement, 
at the start of the first intifada (uprising) in 1987, Hamas means zeal in 
Arabic". 

The organization gained popular support inside and outside the Occupied    
Territories in part because of its uncompromising position toward Israel,   
and its commitment to wage war against the Jews occupying Palestine and 
to “raise the banner of Allah over every inch of the holy land (Palestine).” 
Hamas filled a vacuum left by Arafat's failure to provide basic services to 
the Palestinians in Gaza, by establishing a social welfare system of schools, 
clinics and hospitals that provide free services to Palestinian families. (cf the 
Guardian Tuesday March 23, 2004) 

 

2.1 Hamas charitable work 

Following the BBC and the Guardian, Tuesday March 23, 2004) Hamas 
is also claimed to establish charitable funds in the Occupied Territories, 
Israel, and around the world, which financed both its social and anti-social 
activities.  

This accusation of the western media proved its fallacy since the Islamic 
social work is seen clearly and widely in the Occupied Territories. It is 
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represented in the work of the charitable organizations that are responsible 
only for supporting Palestinian orphans, poor families, the victims of the 
Israeli policy of ethnic cleansing and the innocent homeless people whose 
houses were demolished by the Israeli occupation forces in regular basis 
without committing any crime except being Palestinians. (for convenience 
readers are referred to the files of UNRWA offices in Gaza and the West 
Bank) 

Due to the illegality and uselessness of this policy of demolishing houses, 
which is widely condemned the Israeli defense minister Mofaz later (in 20th 
February 2005) found himself forced to conceal it. 

Militarily, Yasin was accused in the Western media of ordering Hamas 
activists to kidnap Israeli soldiers inside Israel In 1989, to kill them and 
bury their bodies in a manner that would allow Hamas to negotiate the 
exchange of bodies for Hamas prisoners, who would be released from jails 
in Israel3. Yasin was arrested after the abduction and murder of the Israeli 
soldier Ilan Sa'adon, and the discovery of the body of another Israeli soldier 
Avi Sasports, who was also abducted and murdered. Yasin confirmed 
during his interrogation that he ordered the establishment of a military wing 
within Hamas and approved the drafting of many Palestinian youth, as well 
as the carrying out of attacks. He was tried in the Zionist Entity and received 
two life sentences for his alleged involvement in these attacks. 

Yasin was held from May 1989 until October 1997, when he was released in 
exchange for two Mossad agents following a bungled assassination attempt 
in 1997 by the Mossad on a Hamas head of the political office Khalid 
Masha'l in Jordan.  

Sheikh Ahmed Yasin was a leading opponent of the peace process with 
Israel. He believed that Palestine belongs to Islam and advocated an Islamic 
state in all over Palestine. Sedan noted that he repeatedly said, “The so-
called peace path is not peace and it is not a substitute for jihad and 
resistance,” and insisted that "Palestine" should be “consecrated for future 
Muslim generations until judgment day” and that no Arab leader has the 
right to give up any part of its territory." (cf. the Guardian for more details) 

Commenting on this claim Sheikh Ahmed Yasin has ever never called for 
the killing of Jews or even fighting them. He only called for launching jehad 
against the Zionists who dismissed his Palestinian people form their 
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homeland and illegally established the so called Israel. Changing all 
Palestinian people as refugees expelled outside there home country and 
spread all over the world, leading a very harsh, miserable and humiliated 
life. They have spent 56 years in exile and most of them are currently living 
from hand to mouth and suffering from grinding poverty in the refugee 
camps  inside Gaza and the West Bank, in the neighboring Arab countries, 
and worldwide. 

2.2 Instigation against Israel 

David Haris (ibid) claimed that in spite of being the political leader Sheikh 
Yasin was responsible for authorizing and encouraging many attacks against 
Israel. This includes what so called the suicide bombing operations. 

Commenting on this claim one Ironically states that the British media which 
David Haris belongs to has ever never accused Jerry Adams the leader of 
the Sheen Feign, the political wing of the IRA organization, of 
responsibility for authorizing attacks against the British troops in Ireland or 
any where else despite the fact that both organizations have a number of 
symmetries in their aims set for liberating their countries from occupation.   

3. International response on Yasin's Martyrdom 

CNN, associate Press, Guardian, March 22 , 2004  and other sources; 
reported that "on September 6, 2003, the Israeli air force dropped a bomb on 
a Gaza building where Hamas leaders had gathered, but Yasin escaped with 
a small wound on his hand. On March 22, 2004, he was not as lucky. He 
was killed in an Israeli helicopter missile strike on his car as he was leaving 
a mosque in the northern Gaza Strip. 

Observing the item of news regarding the first try of assassinating Sheikh 
Ahmed Yasin above, one can notice that the Western media only authorizes 
and adopts the Israeli sources without paying attention to the Palestinian 
sources, the neutral sources and Hamas sources whose history and 
experience proved complete credibility. 

Such sources including eye witnesses state that Sheikh Yasin was invited to 
participate in a social occasion with a number of civilians when an F16 jet 
fighter bombarded the house with a bomb weighing a quarter ton. 

PDF created with pdfFactory Pro trial version www.pdffactory.com

http://www.pdffactory.com
http://www.pdffactory.com


 Sheikh Ahmed Yasin's assassination and the reaction of the West              Dr. Walid Amer 
 

 1595

Demolishing its top flour completely killing and wounding a number of 
innocent Palestinians some of them are women and children. 

Finally the terrorist Zionist forces managed to kill Sheikh Ahmed Yasin, the 
founder and spiritual leader of Hamas, who was a frail quadriplegic who 
could barely see at the age of around 67. To this point one wonders whether 
the political trends of any one can lead him to be sentenced to death in the 
world of democracy and the freedom as Mr. Bush names it! 

Shifting to the diplomatic front, the international condemnation for Israel’s 
attack started to flow from all directions. However most western countries 
responded either with verbal condemnation of the Israeli entity for 
assassinating Sheikh Ahmed Yasin or in much more muted terms without 
imposing restricted measures to stop the Zionist regime's barbarity practiced 
day and night against the Palestinian people. For convenience consider the 
following Western responses: 

The United States responded in much more muted terms with a state 
department spokesman urging "all sides to remain calm and exercise 
restraint". 

British foreign secretary Jack Straw led the international condemnation of 
the killing of Sheikh Yasin, saying: "It is unacceptable, it is unjustified and 
it is very unlikely to achieve its objective." 

EU foreign policy chief Javier Solana stated: "This is very, very bad news 
for the peace process. The policy of the European Union has been to 
consistently condemn extra-judicial killing." 

One of the strongest condemnations came from the European Union’s 
External Affairs Commissioner Chris Patten, who said Israel's assassination 
of Yasin was downright "stupid”. 

"We have to make it clear, like (UN Secretary General) Kofi Annan, that 
what has happened was illegal,” said Patten, speaking on BBC radio. 

Echoing his comments, French Foreign Minister Dominique de Villepin 
said: "Such acts can only feed the spiral of violence." 
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Japan on Tuesday 23rd of March summoned Israel's ambassador over the 
killing, describing it as "a reckless act that has no justification whatsoever." 

Russian newspapers said Yasin's murder could bury any chance of peace in 
the Middle East and warned that Israel had opened the "gate to hell". 

Additionally, Russia's Foreign Ministry spokesman, Alexander Yakovenko, 
commented: "Moscow is deeply concerned about the situation. It threatens a 
new wave of violence, which could sabotage efforts to restart negotiations 
between the Palestinians and Israelis by the 'quartet' of international 
mediators and key regional powers." 

David Mcreynolds who was until recently director of War Resisters’ 
International is a member of the Socialist Party of the USA and was its 
presidential candidate in 2000. (now retired). He, in considering the 
implications of the murder of Sheik Ahmed Yasin, stated: 

"Israel's action in assassinating Sheik Ahmed Yasin early Monday is one 
more nail in the coffin of any possible peace process, and, as time and 
events may show, a nail in the coffin of Israel itself. 

He also added that the logic offered for the criminal act today is that Israel 
wants to withdraw from Gaza, and the murder of the Sheik and the 
continued heavy-handed military "intrusions" and killings in Gaza are a way 
of showing that when, suddenly, one early day in summer, all the Israeli 
tanks and troops unilaterally withdraw, it will be seen as a victory. I don't 
know what psychological world Sharon lives in, but it isn't, I believe, a real 
world. No matter when and how Israel leaves Gaza, the murder of a 
religious leader beloved by the Palestinians (and hated by Israelis) will echo 
through the years to come. 

Turing to the attitudes and reactions of Muslims in the West, we assume that 
they fully share the profound grief of the Palestinian people at the willful 
and planned Israeli assassination of Sheikh Ahmed Yasin.   As their media 
clarified, they consider the assassination as not only a crime against the 
people of Palestine but against the forces of freedom. It exposes the real 
character of Israel not only as an imperialist power in its colonial occupation 
of Arab Palestine, but as a terrorist state.  
Most of them fully condemn Israel's barbaric act which will not extinguish 
the flame of freedom in the hearts of the Palestinian people. 
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Dr. Azzam T-Tamimy Official Spokesman for the Muslim Association of 
Britain and Director of the Institute of Islamic Political Thought in London  
was asked a question about the attitude of Muslim associations in Britain 
towards assassinating Sheikh Ahmed Yasin May Allah be pleased with him. 
He replied: "The Muslim Association of Britain is one of many Muslim 
organizations in the UK that felt the paid and shock of the crime committed 
by Sharon. On the same day statements were issued, media interviews were 
conducted and a rally was held opposite to 10 Downing Street. Muslims 
from all over the London area met at the Central Mosque in London to offer 
their condolences for three nights ending yesterday. On Saturday a number 
of rallies will be held afternoon prayers in no less than ten different cities 
across the UK including Leicester, Birmingham, Manchester, etc." (For 
further details readers may visit MAB's website on www.mabonline.net) 

Similar reaction was spotted in most of the European countries, America 
and most countries worldwide. (cf USA Today, CNN's profile of Sheik 
Yasin, and others). People took to the streets in rallies protesting against the 
unjustified assassination of Sheikh Ahmed Yasin. This international 
protesting and condemnation led the UN Security Council to respond 
positively to Algeria's call for having a session to the council for discussing 
the Israeli denied assassination of Sheikh Ahmed Yasin. The result of this 
session which was held in, 25th March 2004 was as recorded along the 
following lines: 

Eleven nations, including France, Spain, Russia and China supported the 
resolution which called for a condemnation of Israel for the killing of 
Hamas spiritual leader Ahmed Yasin.  
Three nations, the UK, Germany and Romania abstained, and the U.S. 
Israel's closest ally used its Veto power, and voted against the resolution. 
 
The killing has been criticized around the world as sparking an escalation of 
Middle East violence. 
 

4. Commentary: 
It has been noted that the condemnation to the barbaric crime of 
assassinating Sheikh Ahmed Yasin the spiritual leader of Hamas was very 
wide and universal. This simply shows the justice of his cause and the 
correctness and credibility of the political policy that the Islamic resistance 
movement, Hamas, follows. Thus the states that showed its sympathy and 
outrage towards the tragedy resulting from committing this brutal murder 
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must be benefited from in urging the USA (the real power behind Israel) to  
condemn  the brutal and barbaric acts of state and to review its policy of 
support to Prime Minister Sharon's self-evident objective of slowly 
squeezing out the Palestinians and incorporating the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory within Israel, by igniting extremism through its wanton and 
senseless violence and using Palestinian reaction to block all avenues of 
peace. 
  
Secondly, this act and the other barbaric and terrorist acts of Israelis against 
Palestinians should be taken as an aid by the Arab and Muslim states, and 
the international community to consider the volatile situation in Palestine 
and propose complete evacuation of the Palestinian occupied territory by the 
Israeli occupation authorities under UN supervision. 

Thirdly, we Palestinians and the pro-Palestinians worldwide must take this 
opportunity to raise the demand for an end of all US military and economic 
support for Israel. This issue must be brought into the political forum 
everywhere. 

Fourthly, the UN institutions must be asked when discussing states that have 
weapons of mass destruction, to include Israel, which has a substantial 
stockpile of nuclear weapons. 

Fifthly, the Arab and Islamic states along with the international community 
represented in the UN must include Israel in any plans for international 
inspection and stop it from producing and having weapons  of mass-
destruction. 

Sixthly, Palestinians including the PNA must launch an instigation 
campaign against the Israeli entity for its policy of committing ethnic 
cleansing, assassination of political leaders and the policy of demolishing 
houses and evacuating the Palestinian land from its legitimate owners to 
force it to withdraw from the occupied territories, and leave Palestinians live 
peacefully and independently in their homeland. 

Seventhly, we must benefit from the wide support for the Palestinian people 
and the justice of their cause and the wide condemnation of Sheikh Ahmed 
Yasin's assassination in enlightening the Western people of the justice of our 
cause, and the real status in the occupied Palestine,   particularly the 
Americans and Europeans. 
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According to a questionnaire held most recently in the USA (conducted in 
the internet, a lot of the Americans do not know who occupies whom, the 
Israelis or Palestinians. This category of the Americans is blinded by the 
strong Israeli propaganda and wrongly believes that the Palestinians occupy 
Israel and not conversely.  

Consequently the rich Arabs and the Arab states must have good and 
secured access to the Western media. This is by either buying some papers 
or at least buying some pages in the famous dailies and magazines to spread 
a counter propaganda against the misleading Israeli propaganda which 
disrupts facts of the Arab Israeli conflict.   

There also must be specialized T.V channels directed to Western people to 
supply them with real and truthful facts about the Arab Israeli conflict  

Eighthly, The Arab media especially the sky TVs such as Al-jazeera  must 
announce news bulletins and cultural and political programs in English to 
introduce counterpropaganda against Israel's. 

Finally, spokesmen and state officials must share in English programs and 
interviews expressing their views in English properly and fluently. To this 
point, they must focus on the issue of who occupies whom and stress on the 
call for ending the Israeli occupation for the Arab land and the right of 
return for the Palestinian refugees to their hometowns and villages, they 
have been driven out from in 1948 war, as sole conditions for creating peace 
and security in the Middle East and worldwide.  
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1 According   Gil Sedan,  " Israeli military authorities initially hoped this  
body would reduce the political influence of Yasser Arafat’s Fatah 
movement.  

2 According to David Hirst in the Guardian Tuesday March 23, 2004)  
"Yasin acknowledged that he founded an organization of religious activists 
with the goal of fighting non-religious factions in the territories, and 
carrying out "Jihad" operations against Israel". The first part of the charge 
was completely false since no clash was spotted against thePalestinian 
National Authority (PLA) by Yasin's followers despite the wide arrest 
campaign done against them in 1996 by the Palestinian national authority. 
Yasin proclaimed several times that the Palestinian blood is sacred and 
prohibited therefore no civil war occurred     

3 It is noteworthy now to know that the Israelis currently keep more than 
8000 Palestinian freedom fighters (more than 400 of them are children) as 
captives in its jails, a lot of them are kept for years without trail or in 
administrative detention. Considering this status of Palestinian prisoners and 
the arrogance of the Israeli occupation forces and their jungle policy, 
abducting Israeli soldiers for exchanging them with Palestinian prisoners 
becomes legitimate and completely justified. 
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